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MISSIoNARIES:

Be a Team Player
A team member on a short term missions trip must be able to work well with other members of the team,
promoting unity, not being selfish, but looking out for the interests of the team. This includes being an
encourager. Negativity or complaining will bring the entire group down. In addition, you must be willing
to perform more than just your own responsibility, but be willing to serve in areas that are not your
strong suit and share responsibilities with teammates. Another part of teamwork is punctuality (e.g. to
meetings, meals, events...), and to follow the itinerary and daily schedule of the team, as far as it
depends on you.

Be Submissive to and Respectful of Authority
It is always important to trust your leaders and be prayerfully submissive under their leadership. This
includes complying with all the rules given for each specific trip. This shouid hold true even if you do
not always agree with your leaders or the rules. Please remember, your leaders are doing their best to
keep the team unified, safe, and as effective as possible.
Be Teachable and culturally sensitive
There will be new and unexpected circumstances 0r unfamiliar tasks that will arise. Some things that you
are used to doing might not be considered culturally appropriate in the country where you are serving. A
shorl-term missionary must always be humble, willing to learn and try new things, and respectful of the
culture you are in.
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Be Willing to be Uncomfortable
Especially for short term missions, team members will olten be asked to work in a variety of roles,
regardless of whether they have experience or skills in porforming such tasks and regardless of whether
or not it is something they want to do or are prepared to do. You must be ready to leave your comfort
zone and serve as best as you can in any way that is required. In addition, there will be physical
discomforts and demands in serving abroad. A short term missionary must be able to endure these with a
godly attitude as well.

Resolve Conflicts and handle stress in a Godly Manner
Whether you encounter conflict with fellorv team members or a merchant in the street, as a missionary,
you should not allow yourself to be governed by frustration, but should handle it in a wise and godly way"
In the same way, short term missions can tre stressful, but a good short term missionary should be able to
deal with stress without becoming self-focused and without losing focus on the Mission. When things get
tough, it's easy to complain, but as fellow workers of the Lord, we are to be encouragers and keep our
conduct exemplary.

Accept Hospitality with Grace
During your time abroad, you may be offered different types of hospitality. Accept these offers with
grace, regardless of whether or not these fcrrms of hospitality seem appealing to you. If it is not
appropriate in a certain situation to accept such ofTers, it is still imporlant to respond with respect and
gratitude towards those who offer hospitality to you. One example of such a form of hospitality is food.
A good short term missionary will be willing to try strange/new foods and exemplify a grateful and

gracious attitude. Oftentimes, the person serving you has sacrificed much to be able to provide a special
meal for you.

Dress Modestly and Culturally Appropriately

Standards of modesty are different for different cultures. As representatives of Christ, it is important that
team members respect these cultural differences and dress/behave in a manner that is "above reproach."

Do not Begin Romantic Relationships during the Trip
your time as a short term missionary is not the time to begin a romantic relationship (or anything akin to
to
a romantic relationship), either with teammates or with locals. This limited time is to be dedicated
service and evangelism, and romantic relationships can be distracting to that purpose.

Be Responsible and Timely about Finances

Sometimes on short term mission trips, one person will take care of purchases or arranging airfare and
accommodations for the whole group. However, it is important that each team member be proactive and
timely about paying back any money owed.

Above All, Have a Godly, Positive Attitude and Remember You are Serving the Lord!
Going on an overseas short term mission trip may be an exciting adventure, or it may be a difficult
.*p.r1"rr.. (in terms of accommodations, weather, bathrooms, cultural differences, cieanliness, etc.). But
we must remember that it is not about us, how much fun we have, or how grumpy or uncomfortable we
feel. Whatever we face, are we willing to suffer discomfort, inconvenience, or even dangers for the sake
of the gospel? Our goal in missions is pursuing our Father's heart by seeking out and loving the lost,
Chrisi-likeness, being a blessing, and honoring Him with our service. Let's remember our
"*"*pmying
mission and serre with an attitude worthy of ambassadors of Christ!

