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In partnership with Doug Nichols of CTEN, Robby Nichols of Grow International, and Pastor Lito deGuzman 
of CGM, Fairview Bible Church of Port Angeles Washington recently sent a short term ministry team to the 
Philippines to conduct several Life Application Study Bible Seminars for needy pastors and Christian work-
ers.   
 

The primary ministry goal of Fairview’s “Go Team 2” was to place the Life 
Application Study Bible in the hands of under resourced Pastors and pro-
vide them with sufficient training in its use for the work of the ministry.  A 
secondary goal was to follow up with several pastors who had attended 
seminars conducted by “Go Team 1”, in July of 2014, to ensure that the ini-
tial training had been adequate and that the LASB Bibles were proving to be 
helpful in their ministries.  We are pleased to report encouraging observa-
tions respective to both ministry goals.   
 

In December, the membership of Fairview Bible Church (less than 75  
members), acknowledging the wide door for effective service that had 
been opened (1 Corinthians 16:9) purchased and shipped 200 LASB Bibles 
to Manila.  Through the coordination of Robby Nichols working with local 
Pastors and church leaders a total of 5 LASB Seminars were scheduled in Antipolo, Tondo, Cogeo and 
Masinag.     
   

Fairview’s “Go Team 2”, consisting of Youth Pastor Jeff Cameron and Senior Pastor Derrell 
Sharp, arrived in Manila late Wednesday January 28th.  The team spent much  of Friday 
January 30th with Pastor Bong Excel going house to house visiting and praying with mem-
bers of the Floodway community (TayTay, Rizal) and Bridge of Life Church.   
 

During the prayer walk the team passed by a Sari-Sari store only 
to discover that behind  the counter was a bi-vocational pastor 
named Mario.  Pastor Mario, recognizing Pastor  Derrell from an 
LASB seminar back in July, turned to a small study desk behind 
the counter and brought forth the Bible he had received just six 
months earlier.  Pastor Derrell was shocked and tremendously 
encouraged by the condition of Pastor Mario’s Bible.  Held to-
gether by packing tape, nearly every page appearing to have 
some kind of smudge or mark and notes along the margin was telling of the time    

     Pastor Mario had spent mining the LASB for the treasures of God’s Word.    
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Antipolo 
On Saturday the team headed to Antipolo with 
50 LASB Bibles expecting 50 pastors to be in 
attendance.  Upon their arrival they were met by 
over 150 pastors and Christian workers who had 
heard about the seminar, some of whom had 
traveled more than 5 hours to attend.  Also pre-
sent were a small group of pastors who had 
attended one of the LASB seminars the team held 
back in July.  They had brought their Bibles and 
registered for the seminar to receive refresher 
training on the use of all its resources.  With 
three times the number of attendees as that of 
available Bibles, Robby Nichols wonderfully mitigated the potential problem by seating participants in groups 
of three, giving each group one LASB to follow along during the presentation.  The names and contact infor-
mation of those who were not able to return home with an LASB was collected with a promise that as Bibles 
become available they would be contacted and receive their own. 
    

Each of the seminars lasted 3 ½ to 4 hours and covered in detail every component 
of the LASB.  Pastor Derrell and Pastor Jeff began each seminar emphasizing the 
point that they were not there to tell these Pastors how to do ministry.  That, they 
explained, was the job of the head Shepherd, Jesus Christ.  Rather, their purpose 
was to place the LASB resource, which had been instrumental in their own minis-
tries, in the hands of each under Shepherd and provide direction in how to use it 
effectively for sermon prep, discipleship, bible study, personal devotion and lead-
ership development.  
 

Each seminar was divided into 12 specific lessons that highlighted each component 
of the LASB.  The topics discussed included Book Introductions (Timelines, Vital sta-
tistics, Book Overview, Blueprint and Mega Themes) The Harmony of Kings and 

Chronicles, The Harmony of the Gospels, Charts and Diagrams, Personality Profiles, Maps, Cross-References, 
Study Notes, Textual Notes, Master Index, Dictionary/Concordance and the Christian Worker’s Resource.  
Handouts were provided for taking notes and each seminar ended with a period of question and answer.   
 

On the Lord’s Day the team was blessed with an opportunity to attend services at Bridge of Life Church in 
Floodway with Pastor Bong and Pastor Vic.  It was communion Sunday and both were invited to participate 
in the reading of scripture.  Pastor Vic, preaching in Tagalog from Luke chapter 7 and Matthew chapter 8, 
highlighted the faith of the centurion and challenged the congregation to not let anything such as pride, 
doubt, money, time, or self-sufficiency keep them from coming to Christ.   
 

Tondo 
After service the team traveled to Tondo and presented the LASB to a group of YWAM ministry leaders.  
Words cannot express the joy the team experienced as they observed the sincere hunger and thirst these 
young student ministry leaders possessed for God’s Word.  Pastor Jeff shared with the group how encour-
aged he was by their desire to know and apply the Word of the Lord.  He asked that they pray frequently for 
their young brothers and sisters in the States that they too might come to possess a hunger and thirst for 
righteousness and a reverent appreciation for scripture.         
 

On Monday “Go Team 2” traveled back to Tondo by train to present to 50 pastors at Christ Power and Grace 
Church.  Pastor Ramil cautioned the team before the start of the seminar that many of the invited pastors  
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did not get along and that a divisive spirit had darkened 
the unity among these church leaders within the Tondo 
community.  As the seminar opened the tension between 
these ministry leaders was evident.  Many sat with their 
arms folded and their bibles remaining unopened on the 
desk in front of them.  But as the team continued to pre-
sent the LASB, as a valuable resource for ministry, more 
and more attendees leaned in, opened their bibles and be-
gan taking notes.  Around 90 minutes into the seminar Pas-
tor Derrell observed several of the pastors leaning across 
tables or aisles to help one another find the page or refer-
ence that was being presented.   
 

It was incredible to watch the Spirit of God so powerfully move upon this group of di-
vided ministry leaders and unite them once again with a common love for the Lord, his 
Word, his people and each other.  At the close of the seminar the team was amazed as 
they watched the group talking, laughing and enjoying a fellowship meal together. 
 

The whole day was a reminder of Paul’s words to the church in Ephesus; I beg you to 
lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God.  Always be humble 
and gentle.  Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults be-
cause of your love.  Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding 
yourselves together with peace.  For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have 
been called to one glorious hope for the future,  (Ephesians 4:1-4) .  
 

Robby, Jeff and Derrell praised God for the privilege of watching Him tear down divid-
ing walls and unify these church leaders with a common passion to see their communi-

ty reached for the glory of God and the furthering of His kingdom.   
 

Camp New Beginnings in Cogeo  
On Tuesday the team headed out of Metro Manila to Camp New Beginnings in Cogeo.  This was a particularly 
special seminar for “Go Team 2” because it provided them an opportunity to encourage a small group of ex-
tremely poor pastors, some of whom, we were told, have never even been to the city.  It was also a powerful 
reminder of the Providence of God and the perfection of his timing.  Just days before the teams arrival Pastor 
Ryan took the pulpit for the first time in a new church plant at Camp New Beginnings.   
 

After the seminar Pastor Ryan shared how 
grateful he was to God for providing him this 
resource within the first few days of his min-
istry.  He shared how insecure and ill 
equipped he had felt for the shepherding role 
he had been placed into, but went on to say 
that receiving this Bible was just one more 
way the Lord was confirming his call to the 
ministry.  Our team was so thankful for the 

opportunity to encourage Pastor Ryan by reminding him of all the wonderful things scripture reveals about 
the Lord, most importantly for him at this time, the truth that God makes no mistakes.  He is the Rock; his 
deeds are perfect.  Everything he does is just and fair.  He is a faithful God who does no wrong; how just and 
upright he is!  (Deuteronomy 32:4)   
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Before leaving Camp New Beginnings Pastor Jeff and Pastor Derrell were able to pray with Pastor Ryan for 
wisdom, for guidance, for strength and stamina, that he would build his life and doctrine on the inerrant, in-
fallible, inspired word of God, that he would strive to be a worthy servant of Christ Jesus, nourished daily by 
the message of faith.  That he would not be timid because of his youthfulness, but instead be a bold example 
to all believers by what he says, how he lives, in his love, his faith and his purity.  
 

Sumulong Baptist Church 
The team’s last LASB seminar was held Wednesday 
to a group of ministry leaders already using the 
LASB at Sumulong Baptist Church.  At the conclusion 
of the seminar several of the church leaders shared 
how they had been using the LASB in their ministry 
for some time now, but had not realized how all of 
its components work together to provide a deeper 
understanding and more relevant application of 
God’s Word. 
 

Prison Ministry 
Thursday our team had the privilege of accompanying Pastor 
Lito with CGM on one of his weekly prison ministry visitations.  
It was a tremendous opportunity for our team to share the gos-
pel and convey the hope we have in Christ.  Though the team 
entered the prison with apprehension they exited with a pro-
found appreciation for the power of God’s Word in transform-
ing lives by the renewing of minds.   
 

 
 
 

Fairview Bible is so grateful for the guidance, support and encouragement we have received from Doug and 
Margaret Nichols.  We are forever indebted to Robby and Deanna Nichols for all their love, support and hard 
work organizing each seminar and ministry opportunity.  Their hospitality and generosity is a powerful testi-
mony to their love of the Lord and his people.  We praise God for the passion, provision and privilege he has 
granted us to be active participants in the making of disciples who make disciples. 
 
For His Glory, 
Pastor Derrell Sharp 
Fairview Bible Church  


