"Fear of God" Bible Verses (NASV)
Definition: Fear and Fear of God: the fundamental and original idea expressed by these terms covers a
semantic range from mild easiness to stark terror, depending on the object of the fear and the
circumstances surrounding the experience. There is no separate Hebrew of Greek lexeme describing fear
of God so presumably such fear was from earliest times, the same kind of reaction as could be elicited
from any encounter with a surprising, unusual, or threatening entity. In time, however, fear of God or of
manifestations of the divine became a subcategory of fear in general and thus developed a theological
signification pervasively attested throughout the Bible. While the normal meaning of fear as dread or terror
is retained in the theological use of the terms, a special nuance of reverential awe or worshipful respect
becomes the dominant notion. [from Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology]
Fear of the Lord: in the Old Testament is used as a designation of true piety ( Proverbs 1:7 ; Job
28:28 ; Psalms 19:9 ). It is a fear conjoined with love and hope, and is therefore not a slavish dread, but
rather filial reverence. A holy fear is enjoined also in the New Testament as a preventive of carelessness
in religion, and as an incentive to penitence. (Matthew 10:28 ; 2 co 5:11 ; 7:1 ; Phil 2:12 ; Ephesians
5:21 ; Hebrews 12:28 Hebrews 12:29 ). [from Easton’s Bible Dictionary]
Genesis
22:12 He said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that
you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”
Exodus
1:21 Because the midwives feared God, He established households for them.
14:31 When Israel saw the great power which the LORD had used against the Egyptians, the people feared
the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in His servant Moses.
20:18-19 All the people perceived the thunder and the lightning flashes and the sound of the trumpet and the
mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood at a distance. Then they said to
Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but let not God speak to us, or we will die.”
20:20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in order that the
fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not sin.”
Leviticus
19:14 You shall not curse a deaf man, nor place a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall revere your
God; I am the LORD.
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25:17 So you shall not wrong one another, but you shall fear your God; for I am the LORD your God.
Deuteronomy
5:29 Oh that they had such a heart in them, that they would fear Me and keep all My commandments always,
that it may be well with them and with their sons forever!
6:1,2 Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the judgments which the LORD your God has
commanded me to teach you, that you might do them in the land where you are going over to possess it, so
that you and your son and your grandson might fear the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His
commandments which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged.
6:13 You shall fear only the LORD your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His name.
6:24 So the LORD commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God for our good always
and for our survival, as it is today.
9:19 For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure with which the LORD was wrathful against you in order to
destroy you, but the LORD listened to me that time also.
10:12-13 Now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require from you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in
all His ways and love Him, and to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to
keep the LORD’S commandments and His statutes which I am commanding you today for your good?
10:20 You shall fear the LORD your God; you shall serve Him and cling to Him, and you shall swear by His name.
31:12 Assemble the people, the men and the women and children and the alien who is in your town, so that
they may hear and learn and fear the LORD your God, and be careful to observe all the words of this law.
31:13 Their children, who have not known, will hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as you live on
the land which you are about to cross the Jordan to possess.
Joshua
4:23,24 For the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed, just as
the LORD your God had done to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed; that all the
peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is mighty, so that you may fear the LORD your
God forever.
24:14 Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods which your
fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.
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1 Samuel
12:14,15 If you will fear the LORD and serve Him, and listen to His voice and not rebel against the command of
the LORD, then both you and also the king who reigns over you will follow the LORD your God. If you will not
listen to the voice of the LORD, but rebel against the command of the LORD, then the hand of the LORD will be
against you, as it was against your fathers.
12:24 Only fear the LORD and serve Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done
for you.
2 Samuel
23:3-4 The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spoke to me, “He who rules over men righteously, who rules in
the fear of God, is as the light of the morning when the sun rises, a morning without clouds, when the tender
grass springs out of the earth, through sunshine after rain.”
1 Chronicles
16:25-26 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; He also is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods
of the peoples are idols, but the LORD made the heavens.
2 Chronicles
17:9-10 They taught in Judah, having the book of the law of the LORD with them; and they went throughout all
the cities of Judah and taught among the people. Now the dread of the LORD was on all the kingdoms of the
lands which were around Judah, so that they did not make war against Jehoshaphat.
20:29 And the dread of God was on all the kingdoms of the lands when they heard that the LORD had fought
against the enemies of Israel.
Nehemiah
5:9 Again I said, “The thing which you are doing is not good; should you not walk in the fear of our God
because of the reproach of the nations, our enemies?
Job
1:1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; and that man was blameless, upright, fearing God
and turning away from evil.
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1:8-9 The LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the
earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil.” Then Satan answered the LORD,
“Does Job fear God for nothing?”
2:3 The LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a
blameless and upright man fearing God and turning away from evil. And he still holds fast his integrity,
although you incited Me against him to ruin him without cause.”
23:13-15 But He is unique and who can turn Him? And what His soul desires, that He does. For He performs
what is appointed for me, and many such decrees are with Him. Therefore, I would be dismayed at His
presence; when I consider, I am terrified of Him.
28:28 And to man He said, “Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is
understanding.”
Psalms
2:11 Worship the LORD with reverence and rejoice with trembling.
15:1-4 O LORD, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill? He who walks with integrity,
and works righteousness ... in whose eyes a reprobate is despised, but who honors those who fear the LORD.
19:9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous
altogether.
22:23 You who fear the LORD, praise Him; all you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, and stand in awe of Him,
all you descendants of Israel.
25:12-14 Who is the man who fears the LORD? He will instruct him in the way he should choose. His soul
will abide in prosperity, and his descendants will inherit the land. The secret of the LORD is for those who fear
Him, and He will make them know His covenant.
31:19 How great is Your goodness, which You have stored up for those who fear You, which You have wrought
for those who take refuge in You, before the sons of men!
33:8-9 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. For He spoke,
and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.
33:18-19 Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, on those who hope for His lovingkindness,
to deliver their soul from death and to keep them alive in famine.
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34:7-11 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues them. O taste and see that
the LORD is good; how blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! O fear the LORD, you His saints; for to those
who fear Him there is no want. The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; but they who seek
the LORD shall not be in want of any good thing. Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of
the LORD.
36:1-2 Transgression speaks to the ungodly within his heart; there is no fear of God before his eyes. For
it flatters him in his own eyes concerning the discovery of his iniquity and the hatred of it.
40:3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; many will see and fear and will trust in
the LORD.
52:5-7 But God will break you down forever; He will snatch you up and tear you away from your tent,
and uproot you from the land of the living. Selah. The righteous will see and fear, and will laugh at him, saying,
“Behold, the man who would not make God his refuge, but trusted in the abundance of his riches and was
strong in his evil desire.”
55:18-19 He will redeem my soul in peace from the battle which is against me, for they are many who
strive with me. God will hear and answer them—even the one who sits enthroned from of old— Selah. With
whom there is no change, and who do not fear God.
60:4 You have given a banner to those who fear You, that it may be displayed because of the truth.
61:5 For You have heard my vows, O God; You have given me the inheritance of those who fear Your name.
65:8 They who dwell in the ends of the earth stand in awe of Your signs; You make the dawn and the sunset
shout for joy.
76:7-8 You, even You, are to be feared; and who may stand in Your presence when once You are angry? You
caused judgment to be heard from heaven; the earth feared and was still.
76:11-12 Make vows to the LORD your God and fulfill them; let all who are around Him bring gifts to Him who is
to be feared. He will cut off the spirit of princes; He is feared by the kings of the earth.
85:9 Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, that glory may dwell in our land.
86:11 Teach me Your way, O LORD; I will walk in Your truth; unite my heart to fear Your name.
89:7 A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, and awesome above all those who are around Him?
90:11 A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, and awesome above all those who are around Him?
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96:4-5 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the
peoples are idols, but the LORD made the heavens.
103:11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear
Him.
103:13 Just as a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him.
103:17-18 But the lovingkindness of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and His
righteousness to children’s children, to those who keep His covenant and remember His precepts to do them.
111:5 He has given food to those who fear Him; He will remember His covenant forever.
111:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all those who do His
commandments; His praise endures forever.
112:1-2 Praise the LORD! How blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who greatly delights in His
commandments. His descendants will be mighty on earth; the generation of the upright will be blessed.
115:11 You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.
115:13 He will bless those who fear the LORD, the small together with the great.
119:120 My flesh trembles for fear of You, and I am afraid of Your judgments.
128:1-4 How blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in His ways. When you shall eat of the fruit of
your hands, you will be happy and it will be well with you. Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your
house, your children like olive plants around your table. Behold, for thus shall the man be blessed who fears
the LORD.
130:3-4 If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with You, that
You may be feared.
145:19-20 He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He will also hear their cry and will save them.
The LORD keeps all who love Him, but all the wicked He will destroy.
147:11 The LORD favors those who fear Him, those who wait for His lovingkindness.
Proverbs
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1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.
1:29-31 Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the LORD. They would not accept my
counsel, they spurned all my reproof. So they shall eat of the fruit of their own way and be satiated with their
own devices.
2:1-5 My son, if you will receive my words and treasure my commandments within you, make your ear
attentive to wisdom, incline your heart to understanding; for if you cry for discernment, lift your voice for
understanding; if you seek her as silver and search for her as for hidden treasures; then you will discern
the fear of the LORD and discover the knowledge of God.
3:7-8 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your body
and refreshment to your bones.
8:13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverted mouth, I hate.
9:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
10:27 The fear of the LORD prolongs life, but the years of the wicked will be shortened.
14:2 He who walks in his uprightness fears the LORD, but he who is devious in his ways despises Him.
14:16 A scoffer seeks wisdom and finds none, but knowledge is easy to one who has understanding.
14:26-27 In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence, and his children will have refuge. The fear of
the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may avoid the snares of death.
15:16 Better is a little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and turmoil with it.
15:33 The fear of the LORD is the instruction for wisdom, and before honor comes humility.
16:6 By lovingkindness and truth iniquity is atoned for, and by the fear of the LORD one keeps away from evil.
19:23 The fear of the LORD leads to life, so that one may sleep satisfied, untouched by evil.
22:4 The reward of humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, honor and life.
23:17-18 Do not let your heart envy sinners, but live in the fear of the LORD always. Surely there is a future,
and your hope will not be cut off.
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24:21-22 My son, fear the LORD and the king; do not associate with those who are given to change, for
their calamity will rise suddenly, and who knows the ruin that comes from both of them?
28:14 How blessed is the man who fears always, but he who hardens his heart will fall into calamity.
29:25 The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted.
31:30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised.
Ecclesiastes
7:16-18 Do not be excessively righteous and do not be overly wise. Why should you ruin yourself? Do not be
excessively wicked and do not be a fool. Why should you die before your time? It is good that you grasp one
thing and also not let go of the other; for the one who fears God comes forth with both of them.
8:12-13 Although a sinner does evil a hundred times and may lengthen his life, still I know that it will be well
for those who fear God, who fear Him openly. But it will not be well for the evil man and he will not lengthen
his days like a shadow, because he does not fear God.
12:13 The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because
this applies to every person.
Isaiah
8:12-13 You are not to say, “It is a conspiracy!” in regard to all that this people call a conspiracy, and you are
not to fear what they fear or be in dread of it. It is the LORD of hosts whom you should regard as holy. And He
shall be your fear, and He shall be your dread.
11:2-3 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, and
He will not judge by what His eyes see, nor make a decision by what His ears hear.
33:6 And He will be the stability of your times, a wealth of salvation, wisdom and knowledge; the fear of
the LORD is his treasure.
50:10 Who is among you that fears the LORD, that obeys the voice of His servant, that walks in darkness and
has no light? Let him trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God.
59:19 So they will fear the name of the LORD from the west and His glory from the rising of the sun, for He
will come like a rushing stream which the wind of the LORD drives.
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Jeremiah
5:22-24 “Do you not fear Me?” declares the LORD. “Do you not tremble in My presence? For I have placed the
sand as a boundary for the sea, an eternal decree, so it cannot cross over it. Though the waves toss, yet they
cannot prevail; though they roar, yet they cannot cross over it. But this people has a stubborn and rebellious
heart; they have turned aside and departed. They do not say in their heart, ‘Let us now fear the LORD our God,
who gives rain in its season, both the autumn rain and the spring rain, who keeps for us the appointed weeks
of the harvest.’”
26:19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him to death? Did he not fear the LORD and entreat the
favor of the LORD, and the LORD changed His mind about the misfortune which He had pronounced against
them? But we are committing a great evil against ourselves.
32:39-40 And I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me always, for their own good and
for the good of their children after them. I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn
away from them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away
from Me.
Daniel
6:26-27 I make a decree that in all the dominion of my kingdom men are to fear and tremble before the God
of Daniel; for He is the living God and enduring forever, and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed,
and His dominion will be forever. He delivers and rescues and performs signs and wonders in heaven and on
earth, who has also delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.
Jonah
1:15-16 So they picked up Jonah, threw him into the sea, and the sea stopped its raging. Then the men feared
the LORD greatly, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows.
Zephaniah
3:7 I said, “Surely you will revere Me, accept instruction.” So her dwelling will not be cut off according to all
that I have appointed concerning her. But they were eager to corrupt all their deeds.
Malachi
1:14 “But cursed be the swindler who has a male in his flock and vows it, but sacrifices a blemished animal to
the Lord, for I am a great King,” says the LORD of hosts, “and My name is feared among the nations.”
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3:5 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers and against
the adulterers and against those who swear falsely, and against those who oppress the wage earner in his
wages, the widow and the orphan, and those who turn aside the alien and do not fear Me,” says the LORD of
hosts.
Luke
1:50 And His mercy is upon generation after generation toward those who fear Him.
8:24-25 They came to Jesus and woke Him up, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And He got up
and rebuked the wind and the surging waves, and they stopped, and it became calm. And He said to
them, “Where is your faith?” They were fearful and amazed, saying to one another, “Who then is this, that He
commands even the winds and the water, and they obey Him?”
12:4-5 I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that have no more that
they can do. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into
hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!
23:40 But the other answered, and rebuking him said, “Do you not even fear God, since you are under the
same sentence of condemnation?
Acts
7:30-32 After forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in the flame
of the burning thorn bush. When Moses saw it, he marveled at the sight; and as he approached to look more
closely, there came the voice of the Lord: “I AM THE GOD OF YOUR FATHERS, THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND
JACOB.” Moses shook with fear and would not venture to look.
9:31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on
in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.
10:34-35 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show
partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him.
2 Corinthians
5:11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made manifest to God; and I hope
that we are made manifest also in your consciences.
Ephesians
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6:5 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the
sincerity of your heart, as to Christ.
Philippians
2:12-13 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more
in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will
and to work for His good pleasure.
Hebrews
11:7 By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the
salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which
is according to faith.
12:21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, “I AM FULL OF FEAR and trembling.”
1 Peter
1:17 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one’s work, conduct
yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth.
2:17 Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.
3:14 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their
intimidation, and do not be troubled.
Revelation
14:6-7 And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on
the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people; and he said with a loud voice, “Fear God,
and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the
earth and sea and springs of waters.”
15:4 Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; for all the nations will come and
worship before You, for Your righteous acts have been revealed.
19:5 And a voice came from the throne, saying, “Give praise to our God, all you His bond-servants, you who
fear Him, the small and the great.”
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