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God Isn’t in a Hurry: Learning to Slow Down and Live by Warren Wiersbe, 

Baker Books (Grand Rapids, MI) 1994. [52 Quotes selected by Doug Nichols.] 

1. Learning Patience. 

… it was F. B. Meyer who used to say, “God's delays are not God's denials.” They are 

usually the means which God uses to prepare us for something better. God is always at 

work for the good of His people, and He is working in all things (see Romans 8:28). 

This includes the things that perplex us and that pain us. The only way God can teach 

us patience is to test us and try us, and the only way we can learn patience is to 

surrender and let God have His way. [Page 8] 

2. God Has His Times and Purposes. 

Our Lord spent thirty years getting ready for three years of public ministry. He 

patiently obeyed the Father's will as he carried out that ministry. “My hour has not yet 

come,” He told Mary (John 2:4). “Are there not twelve hours in the day?” He asked his 

impatient disciples (11:9). God has His times as well as His purposes, and to miss His 

times is to delay His purposes. [Page 9] 

3. Think Eternally. 

“Don't sacrifice the permanent for the immediate.” [Page 9]  

4. Becoming More Like Christ. 

…the school of patience never produces any graduates, and it never grants any 

honorary degrees. We are always learning, always maturing. Sometimes we fail the 

examination even before we know what the lesson is! No matter; our loving Father is 

guiding us and making us more like His beloved Son, and that is all that matters. [Page 

10] 

5. Building Godly Character. 

Because there are no shortcuts in learning God's truth, there are no shortcuts in 

building godly Christian character. We study the Word of God that we might better 

know the God of the Word; and as we get to know Him better, we become more like 

Him. A reputation can be made--or lost--overnight, but it takes years to build 

character. [Page 12] 

6. Church Growing by Nutrition. 

When there is life, there is growth; and the church ought to be increase in both quality 

and quantity. But churches do not grow by addition; they grow by nutrition. True 

growth is from the inside out--at least the kind of growth that lasts. [Page 13] 
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7. True Revival Comes Slowly. 

…there are no shortcuts when it comes to revival. The church desperately needs revival, 

but it is not going to come by quick and easy methods. Evan Roberts prayed for eleven 

years before the Welch Revival broke out, and his ministry during that remarkable time 

broke him physically. More than one hundred thousand people were converted to 

Christ during that mighty awakening, but it was not the result of manufactured 

meetings (they were spontaneous) or manmade promotions. True revival goes deeper 

than that. [Page 14] 

8. We Need God’s Spirit. 

“Without the Spirit of God, we can do nothing,” said Charles Spurgeon. “We are ships 

without wind, or chariots without steeds; like branches without sap, we are withered; 

like coals without fire, we are useless. [Page 14] 

9. Hard Work in Christian Ministry. 

I recently read again an address that Spurgeon gave to his Pastors’ College students and 

alumni back in 1881, and I was struck by his closing words: “Do not be afraid of hard 

work for Christ; a terrible reckoning awaits those who have an easy time in ministry, 

but a great reward is in reserved for those who endure all things for the elect’s sake.” 

[Page 15] 

10. Planning One’s Day. 

Plan your day. It is not only busy executives who need to plan their day, but also busy 

husbands, housewives, students, and senior citizens. No one can afford to waste time. I 

like to prepare the day's schedule the evening before, listing the jobs I have to do in the 

places I have to go. During the day, I refer to my list and have a good time checking off 

the work that has been completed. At the end of the day, I go over the list and make a 

new list for the next day. This simple plan has enabled me to accomplish far more than 

I could have accomplished without it. [Page 17] 

11. Focusing on Christ during One’s Day. 

Just take a few minutes to focus on Christ, remember His love, quote a promise and, by 

faith, receive the grace needed for that hour. I have done this while in my car waiting 

for a train to pass, while in line at the supermarket and even while standing in an 

elevator in a department store. Believe me, it helps! [Page 17] 

12. Stay Ahead on Projects. 

Stay ahead on long-range projects. Use extra time to get ahead; you will save time in 

the long run. [Page 17] 
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13. Duty Becoming Delight. 

God does not expect you to do everything. He usually asked us to do what we enjoy the 

most and what we can do best. When duty becomes delight, you are always more 

efficient. Drudgery is opportunity with the heart taken out of it. [Page 18] 

14. Time Is God’s Gift. 

Wise Ben Franklin wrote: “Dost thou love Life? Then do not squander Time; for that's 

the stuff Life is made of.” To put it another way, the person who kills time will soon 

discover that time is killing him. Time is God's gift to us, and it is a sin to waste it or 

merely spend it; we must invest it by doing His will. [Page 19] 

15. Artificial Necessities. 

Too many Christians have been caught up in what James Denney called “the 

multiplication of artificial necessities.” [Page 21] 

16. Make Do or Do Without. 

Yet do we really need all the things that other people have? Is life really measured by 

“the abundance of the things that we possess”? In today's throwaway society, can we 

still follow the old adage, “Make it do, or do without”? After all, there are Christian 

brothers and sisters in other parts of the world who have little or nothing while 

American believers suffer from overweight and other painful consequences of 

overeating. [Page 21] 

17. Pastors, Missionaries, Church Boards, and Church Members Are in the 

Work Together. 

Members of local church boards or finance committees have no right to ask a pastor or 

a missionary to make sacrifices they themselves are not willing to make. We are all in 

this together. Our churches must continue to grow. We must send out missionaries. We 

must utilize the tremendous media resources we now have to share the gospel with the 

world. To retrench and retreat would not only deny the very faith we preach, but also 

would give the enemy opportunities for further gains. [Page 23] 

18. Faith and Obedience. 

“Faith is not believing in spite of evidence; it is obeying in spite of consequences.” [Page 

24] 

19. As a Pastor, Be Yourself. 

Let me add a word of warning to my pastor friends: don't try to imitate the great 

preachers of the past. The Word of God never changes; it is always relevant to the 

human heart. But it needs to break forth in freshness and vitality in each generation. 
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One preacher imitates the old Puritan divines and bores his congregation with fifty 

messages from Nahum. Another preacher adopts a folksy approach of a Moody or the 

vivid oratory of a Talmadge. But why not just be yourself? God wants you, like John the 

Baptist, to be a voice and not an echo, are burning light and not a quick reflection. 

[Pages 26-27] 

20. Preach for Life and Ministry Today. 

Again, a word to my preacher friends: By all means, preach the great prophetic 

Scriptures, but be sure you tie them to life and ministry today. The return of Jesus 

Christ is a great motivating force in the church, encouraging us to keep our lives clean, 

to serve others, and to use our opportunities to the fullest. We are certain of the future; 

therefore, let's be busy in the present. The best way to prepare for meeting Christ at any 

time is to do His will right now. Those who used prophecy as an escape from present 

responsibility will one day have a rude awakening. [Pages 27-28] 

21. Today God Is Speaking and Working. 

Let us not neglect today. It is today God is speaking and working. It is today that we 

have opportunities to love and serve people in the name of Christ. If we are going to 

make a success of today, we will need the enrichment of the past, the enlightenment of 

the future, and the encouragement of our present communion with the Lord. [Page 29] 

22. Getting a Second Opinion. 

A farmer with a severe leg rash visited a specialist and endured a series of tests. The 

doctor told him, “You will have to get rid of your dog. You're allergic to him.” As the 

patient was leaving, the doctor asked, “Are you going to sell your dog or give him 

away?” 

“Neither one,” said the patient. I'm going to get me one of those second opinions I've 

been reading about. It's easier to find another doctor than a good bird dog!” [Page 30] 

23. The Bible Is Truth. 

It was Mark Twain who said, “It's not what I don't understand about the Bible that 

bothers me. It's what I do understand.” [Page 31] 

24. In War, There Is Only a Winner.  

General Omar Bradley said, “In war there is no second prize for the runner up.” [Page 

33] 

25. Contemporary Worship Service? 

Consider, if you will, the so-called contemporary worship service. I participated in such 

a service one Sunday evening, and I came away less than satisfied, although I hold in 
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high esteem the other people who participated in it. What made the service 

contemporary? In place of a pulpit we had a music stand. We added a guitar to the 

organ and the piano. Instead of hymnals we followed words flashed on a screen from 

an overhead projector. The song leader did not stand to direct the singing; instead, he 

sat on a barstool and led us, between chatty little pep talks. It was casual and informal. 

For the life of me, I could not figure out what made it contemporary. Contemporary to 

what? [Page 35] 

26. The Church Should Not Be Like the World. 

Campbell Morgan said that the church did the most for the world when the church was 

the least like the world, and he was right. [Page 36] 

27. Learning the Church’s Heritage. 

I, for one, I am tired of hearing immature Christian entertainers ridicule our spiritual 

heritage in the name of contemporary evangelism. Finally, I suggest that if the younger 

generation expects the older generation to appreciate their expressions of worship, they 

might try learning to appreciate the heritage that we senior saints hold dear.  

The danger, of course, is this: what people think is contemporary may turn out to be 

simply--temporary. [Page 37] 

28. Reading a Good Balance in Scripture. 

I like to read through the Bible regularly, and I begin in Genesis 1, Psalm 1, and 

Matthew 1, and keep reading. I may not read three complete chapters a day, because 

sometimes the Spirit stops me on one verse or paragraph, but that is still my pattern. 

This approach gives me a good balance of different portions of Scripture, so that I don't 

feel bogged down in anyone place. [Page 41] 

29. Devotions and Being Like Christ. 

The devotional time is a wonderful opportunity for us to please the Lord, grow in 

Christian character, and be of greater help to those who need us. When, like Mary of 

Bethany, we spend time at the feet of Jesus, we are choosing that good part which can 

never be taken from us. [Page 45] 

30. Mediating on a Worship Service. 

Our brothers and sisters in Great Britain have a wonderful custom that at least 

illustrates what I am concerned about. (I'm not saying that everyone who follows this 

custom necessarily benefits from it, but that does not minimize its value.) When the 

sermon is over and the congregation has sung the final hymn and receive the 

benediction, the congregation sits down and lets the impact of the service sink in. 
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There is a time of quiet meditation. I have noted, too, that even after some worshippers 

start to leave, others remain seated and continue to think on the Word. [Page 47] 

31. Praying and Applying the Word. 

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth,” the Lord said to Joshua, “but 

thou shalt meditate in it day and night [for what purpose?], that you may observe to do 

according to all that is written in it” (Joshua 1:8). The bridge between learning and 

living is meditating--praying over the Word, pondering it, applying it to our own lives.  

This is the only sure way to spiritual prosperity and success. [Page 49] 

32. Praying throughout the Day. 

In his sermon on “Peter Shortest Prayer” (“Lord, save me!”), Spurgeon said, “I always 

feel that there is something wrong if I go without prayer for even half an hour in the 

day.” He lived and labored in constant communion with God, in his ministry continues 

to bear fruit. [Page 50] 

33. Walking by Faith Is Difficult. 

If you plan to walk by faith, then you must learn to take giant steps, and this means you 

must expect difficulties. [Page 56] 

34. Success Takes Time. 

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones used to warn young preachers, “It is a sad thing when a man 

succeeds before he is ready for it.” [Page 60] 

35. Persecution for a Believer. 

“God examineth it with trials,” said the Puritan Henry Smith, “the devil examineth with 

temptations, the world examineth with persecutions.” The furnace of persecution is 

evidence that the believer is creating problems for the world, and the world cannot take 

it.  Jesus told his disciples, “you know that it hated Me before it hated you” (John 15: 

18). [Page 61] 

36. Individuals Get the Job Done. 

In a society that puts too much emphasis on numbers, we tend to forget the importance 

of the individual. And yet, it is the individual--that one man or woman --who ultimately 

must get the job done. [Page 64] 

37. God’s Plans Using People. 

In his early ministry F. B. Meyer was discouraged because of opposition in the church 

he was pastoring. The officers didn't approve of Meyer’s evangelical emphasis or his 

concern for neglected people in Leichester. Finally, Meyer resigned from the church 
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and accepted a call to the church in Sheffield. He was on his way to the post office to 

mail his letter of acceptance when he met Arthur Rust. He told Rust about his plans, 

and Rust informed Meyer of his plans! Rust and a group of Christian businessmen in 

Leichester had met together a few days before, burdened to begin a church ministry in 

Leichester that would reach the masses and spread the gospel. Since this was Meyers 

burden, why couldn't he become their pastor? That was the beginning of the amazing 

ministry of Melbourne Hall, and it came about because of a chance meeting at the post 

office. Arthur Rust was the hinge person God used to open the door. [Pages 69-70] 

38. God Is Doing Far More than We Realize. 

So let's live in the light of that praise today. Let's pull ourselves out of the slough of 

despond by reminding ourselves that God is doing far more than we realize and that 

our “labor is not in vain in the Lord.” We may not be the great door that is seen by 

others, but we can be the hinge people that help the door to move. [Page 72] 

39. Doing God’s Will Today. 

To ignore God's will today and yet plan to do God's will tomorrow is the height of folly. 

It reminds me of the pilot who announced to the passengers in the plane, “We're lost, 

but we're making very good time.” [page 74] 

40. God’s Will Is Good for Us. 

As we obey the will of God, we discovered that it is good for us. The more we obey, the 

better God’s will becomes to us until it is not simply “acceptable” (which means “well -

pleasing”) but perfect. We would not accept a substitute. [Page 75] 

41. Living by Promises. 

It is not important that we always understand God’s will. We do not live by 

explanations; we live by promises. [Page 76] 

42. Don’t Get Accustomed to Blessings. 

In the final analysis, it is pride that makes us accustomed to our blessings. We forget 

that we have been saved by grace, not by our own merit, and that it is of the Lord's 

mercies that we are not consumed. Pride leads to complaining and criticizing, and 

pride leads to a fall.  

Beware of getting accustomed to your blessings. [Page 80] 

43. Learn Your Bible. 

William Lyon Phelps, who headed the English department at Yale for many years, used 

to say that a knowledge of the Bible apart from a college education is more valuable 

than a college education without a knowledge of the Bible. [Page 82] 
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44. Seek God. 

Evangelist Billy Sunday used to say that sinners cannot find God for the same reason 

criminals cannot find policeman: They aren't looking! [Page 83] 

45. Moving Forward in the Christian Life. 

We cannot stand still in the Christian life. We either go forward or gradually slide 

backward. This is also true of churches. Our churches ought to be marching armies, but 

they are comfortable museums. We believers ought to be witnesses, but instead we are 

prosecuting attorneys, arguing among ourselves. We are supposed to “proclaim the 

praises of God” who has saved us (1 Peter 2:9) which literally means “to advertise God's 

wonderful character” and yet we busy ourselves competing among ourselves and 

arguing over who is the greatest. [Page 87] 

46. Prepare for Sunday Service on Saturday. 

When we parents are careless about our preparations for the Lord's day, we are telling 

our children in a subtle way that going to Sunday school and church and hearing God's 

word are not important matters to us. Father usually makes better preparations for his 

fishing trips then he does for Sunday services. 

Take extra time on Saturday to get things together. Teach your children the importance 

of preparing to go to the house of God. Our attitude must not be that of an army 

preparing for battle, but of a group of God’s people going to God's house to enjoy His 

Word. 

Preparation is essential to good listening. Yes, it demands discipline, including saying 

no to many Saturday-night invitations; but the results are well worth the sacrifice. 

[Page 93] 

47. What One Believes. 

There is a well-known story told about George Whitefield, the evangelist. He asked a 

man what he believed, and the man replied, “I believe what my church believes.” 

“What does your church believe?” Whitefield asked. 

“My church believes what I believe,” was the answer. 

“Well, what do you both believe?” asked the evangelist. 

“We both believe the same thing!” [Page 107-108] 
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48. Questions about the King James Version. 

I was once criticized by a student who disapproved of some of the books I have written 

because in them I quoted from different translations. The King James Version is the 

only Bible, he told me. It's the only authorized word of God! 

When he calmed down, I asked him to answer three questions for me: What was the 

word of God before 1611 when the King James Version was published? What is the 

Word of God on the mission fields where people cannot read English? Who authorized 

the King James Version to be the Word of God? [Page 111] 

49. Hermeneutics. 

The word hermeneutics may be a new one to you. It simply means “the science of 

interpretation”, and it deals with especially the interpretation of the Bible. In recent 

months, I have been reading a great deal in the field of hermeneutics, and am disturbed 

by one fact: many writers are so locked into their system that they leave no room for 

the Spirit to speak. Everything is cut and dried. I understand their principles, and I 

applaud their purpose; but I am disturbed by the mechanical treatment of the living 

Word of God. The wind of the Spirit is not permitted to blow wherever He wills; He 

must obey their rules. [Page 114] 

50. Practice What One Preaches in Daily Life. 

But we who minister God's word must take heed as well. How easy it is to give people 

the impression that we know it all and have lived it all. We need to minister to 

ourselves before we ministered to others. It is so easy to sound religious on paper or in 

a pulpit. It is quite something else to practice what we preach in our daily lives. 

While I'm on the subject, let me apply this to Christian singers. Music is a gift from 

God, and it has power to influence people in ways that the mere spoken word cannot. 

No singer has the right to sing a lie any more than a preacher has the right to preach a 

lie. In one of my pastorates, we had a young lady with a beautiful voice who often sang 

solos. Unfortunately, she was rather careless in her personal life, and she became 

engaged to an unsaved man. One Sunday, I learned that she was going to sing 

“Submission”, a truly beautiful song; but I put a stop to it. I had refused to perform the 

marriage ceremony, and I certainly was not going to let her “perform” in church when 

she was openly defying God's standards for Christian marriage. [Page 119] 

51. Examining One’s Heart. 

It is foolish to waste time and energy cultivating roots of bitterness when we could be 

cultivating the fruit of the Spirit. It is next to impossible for bitter roots to grow 

successfully where love, joy, and peace are flourishing. Bitterness would be crowded 
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out! And the harvest of the Spirit is much more beautiful and enjoyable than an ugly 

root of bitterness. 

The grace of God never fails, but we might fail to appropriate the grace of God if we 

refuse to heed this warning. Perhaps the time has come for some of us to examine the 

soil of our hearts. [page 138] 

52. Christ Became Poor to Make Us Spiritually Rich. 

I believe that the Scriptures encourage a life of simplicity. Jesus warned that our lives 

are not measured by the amount of things we accumulate or by the number of activities 

we are involved in (see Luke 12:15). Jesus became poor to make us rich, but we have 

determined to become rich, and thus we make ourselves poor. 

All of us are grateful for the comforts of life, but we need to beware lest these creature 

comforts become masters instead of servants. It is good to have things that money can 

buy provided we don't lose the things that money can't buy. There is a vast difference 

between prices and values, in some people are paying too high a price for the small 

returns they get on their investment. [Page 141] 

 

 

 


