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Brave by Faith: God-sized Confidence in a Post-Christian World by Alistair 

Begg, The Good Book Company, (Liberty Lake, WA) 2021. [85 Quotes selected by Doug 

Nichols.] 

1.  Christians in a Post-Christian World. 

The people of God are now living with the awareness that we are being pushed hard, in 

the words of the psalmist, and many of us feel we are about to fall (Psalm 118 v 13-14). 

Secularism and the modern paganism that goes with it are taking their toll. [page 13] 

2. The World Is Not Our Home. 

But now we are finally facing the fact that this broken, sinful world in which we live is 

not actually our home—that what the Bible says concerning believers in this world is 

really true: that we really are aliens and that we really are strangers. The fact of the 

matter is that it has always been true that we are strangers in and to this world. It has 

just been clouded, obscured by the size and influence and legal protection of the church 

in most of the Western world. But this world is not actually our home. [pages 13-14] 

3. How Do We Now Live? 

So the question is, what does it look like to live as a Christian in a society that does not 

like what Christians believe, what we say, and how we live? How are you going to live in 

this new normal? 

Enter the book of Daniel. [pages 14-15] 

4. Life in Exile. 

Daniel and his friends had grown up in the promised land, in Judah. As young men, 

they found themselves being dragged into exile, far away from the society they had 

known, into a city that neither knew nor cared about nor was impressed by their faith 

or their lives. Daniel would live in Babylon from his late teens or early twenties until he 

was in his eighties or nineties. Most likely he died there. These exiles were 

understandably fearful of the power that held them in its grip, and were wondering 

what God was doing and whether they could (or should) keep obeying him in such 

circumstances. [page 15] 

5. Believe in God. 

Yes, it’s a good idea to seek to emulate the men and women of faith we find in the pages 

of the Bible. But no, this book will not tell you to be like Daniel. Instead, it will call you 

to believe in Daniel’s God. [page 15] 
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6.  Rediscover the God of the Bible. 

God is always the hero of the story. And that is why we need to discover the message of 

the book of Daniel: to rediscover our confidence in the God who reveals himself there. 

[page 16] 

7. We Trust God Entirely. 

For the overarching message is simply this: God is powerful, and God is sovereign, and 

even in the face of circumstances that appear to be prevailing against his people, we 

may trust him entirely. [page 16] 

8. In Times of Crisis. 

Much is revealed about us in times of crisis. [page 17] 

9. What Happens When We Pay No Attention to God. 

But that same God had also, through his prophets, warned of what would happen if his 

people continued to pay no attention to him and continued to pay no more than lip 

service to obeying his laws in his land. [page 17] 

10. How We Can Live in Confidence and Courage. 

The book of Daniel is a record of what happened to God’s people in the heart of an 

empire set up to deny and defy God: the story of the exiles told through the particular 

stories of four men. If and when we feel that our society is heading in a similar 

direction—that it looks much more like Babylon than Jerusalem, and increasingly so—

this is also the story that shows us how we can live with confidence and courage in such 

a world. [page 19] 

11. What You Read. 

What you read and how you think changes who you are … [page 20] 

13. The Education of Children. 

Every powerful state seeks to educate its people—and especially its children—to share 

its view of the world, its priorities, its definitions of right and wrong and what is 

acceptable and unacceptable. So did Babylon. [page 20] 

14. Resistance through Diet. 

There was one more aspect to the transforming of these men from Jewish 

troublemakers to useful, successful Babylonian subjects: “The king assigned them a 

daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine that he drank” (Daniel 1 v 5). 

And they said no. 
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“Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king’s food, or with the wine 

that he drank” (v 8). They had been unable to prevent themselves being relocated; they 

could not resist the fact that they were being re-educated; they had been powerless to 

resist new names being foisted upon them. But they could and they would resist 

changing their diet. [page 21] 

15. I Make My Stand. 

So Daniel said, I can do this, and I can absorb that, but I cannot go any further. I have 

drawn a line; I will not cross it, and I am taking my stand here. [page 22] 

16. Crisis Reveals Character. 

That kind of resolution doesn’t come just as a whim. It doesn’t come overnight; it 

doesn’t well up in the moment of challenge. Crisis shows what’s inside of a person; it 

doesn’t create it as much as reveal it. And as soon as these men come up against it here, 

they are ready to say, No, we are not going to give in. [page 22] 

17. Drawing Lines That Are Not Crossed. 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah refuse to take that approach. A dead fish flows 

with the current; it takes a live fish to swim against the stream. They are going to swim 

against the stream. They have drawn their lines, they know where those lines are, and 

they will not cross them. [page 23] 

18. God Made Daniel and His Friends Strong. 

It’s worth pointing out as an aside that these verses are not offering us a diet to follow 

ourselves. After all, Daniel and his friends ended up fatter, not thinner—that was the 

whole point! And the reason they looked so good at the end of the ten-day test (and 

after the following three years) was not the Daniel diet; it was the Lord’s miracle. This 

is not about superfoods; it is about the supernatural. God showed himself strong; these 

men should have looked gaunt and withered and pathetic, but they looked vibrant and 

terrific and had a glow to their skin. Why? Because God did it. Every day that passed in 

those three years, when they woke up and looked in the mirror, those four men would 

have been reminded that God is no man’s debtor, and he is able to show himself strong. 

[page 24-25] 

19. How to Stand Firm. 

Why were these four men willing and able to know their line, and stand firm and refuse 

to cross it, when they were being placed under pressure that most of us can only 

imagine? 

Because of what they knew about God. 
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Three times in this opening chapter, we’re told that “God/the Lord gave…” and these 

words are the key to understanding the chapter. 

Verse 2: “the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into [Nebuchadnezzar’s] hand.” 

Verse 9: “God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of the 

eunuchs.” 

Verse 17: “God gave them learning and skill in all literature and wisdom.” [page 25] 

20. God Is in Control. 

God is in control. He is in control of great geopolitical events; the Babylonian invasion 

and victory happened because God gave Nebuchadnezzar that victory. The God who 

had given them great blessing through Judah’s history and their lives was also the God 

who had given the besiegers victory. God was responsible for the exile of his people; 

God was responsible for the destruction of his temple. Nebuchadnezzar would take the 

credit, but the Lord was the one who oversaw it. [page 25] 

21. The Earth Was Foreign for Christ. 

…even if we can begin to wrap our heads round the sheer otherness of Babylon for the 

Jewish exiles, we are still nowhere near understanding the foreignness of this earth to 

the Lord Jesus when he left the glory of heaven and stepped down into the limitations 

of time and space and the difficulties of this broken world. He was willing to become 

one of us, to live in a world that was bent on resisting his Father. But he was not willing 

to disobey, even after forty days alone in the wilderness: 

“And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. 

The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become 

bread.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone.”’” 

(Luke 4 v 2-4) [pages 26-27] 

22. Know Your God. 

So the real emphasis of this chapter, as with every chapter of Daniel, is not so much 

Daniel as God. You and I will only live brave like Daniel did if we first know the God 

who Daniel did. Here is the God Daniel knew from a young age. Back in Judah, when 

Daniel was growing up with his family, with no inkling of the Babylonian crisis that was 

to come, he would have recited this at the beginning and end of the day: 

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” (Deuteronomy 6 v 

4-5) [page 27] 
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23. Christ’s Kingdom Not of This World. 

Our Lord Jesus told the Roman governor Pilate that his kingdom was not of this world 

(John 18 v 36). No—we live in this world, in “Babylon.” But God’s kingdom, and not my 

nation, is where we belong and where we will be at home, and if we confuse the two, we 

open ourselves up to confused loyalties and a compromised faith. [page 28] 

24. Nothing Is Out of God’s Control. 

We are in Babylon—and God is sovereign even here. Nothing is actually out of control 

and nothing is about to get out of control. But, given the push-back of twenty-first 

century secularism, you and I are going to face challenges. The crises will come; the 

moments will arrive when we are called to go with the flow of our culture rather than 

obedience to our God in the workplace, or the sports club, or in how we raise our 

children, or what we say from our pulpits, and so on. Those crises will reveal what is 

inside us. [page 28] 

25. Lines May Be Drawn in Different Places. 

We will not necessarily all draw all our lines in the same places. Take the promotion of 

the transgender agenda in public schools. One Christian teacher will resign before 

having anything to do with it. Another may stay and seek to teach Christian ethics to 

those who otherwise may not hear that there is a different view, resigning only if forced 

herself to promote transgenderism. One may be willing to wear a rainbow lanyard with 

his ID badge; another not. One set of Christian parents will not send their children to 

public (state) school at all; another will do so, but ensure that they are positively 

teaching God’s design for men and women in the home and give themselves financial 

margin to homeschool their kids if necessary. The lines may be drawn in different 

places, but drawn they should be, and crossed they must not be. 

That is just one terrain on which lines have to be carefully, thoughtfully, prayerfully 

drawn. There are many others. So, know your lines. And know the God who will give 

you all you need in the situation he has put you into, to enable you to stand firm for 

him and say, No, I am not going to give in. [page 29] 

26. Man Is Not in Control of Anything. 

The twentieth-century theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, in his book The Nature and 

Destiny of Man, suggests that modern political tyranny may be traced to a darkly 

conscious realization of the insecurity of man’s existence; the excesses and atrocities of 

people in power may speak to the fact that, in their deepest hearts, they’re not really in 

control of anything at all. [page 33] 
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27. God Sets Up World Powers. 

What is the big story …? It is this: that God sets up and God brings down kingdoms; so 

these kingdoms, however mighty and however brutal, will come and go. [page 35] 

28. God Controls Human History. 

Here is the main and the plain thing: human history is under the control of God, and he 

has a purpose which will be achieved. [page 36] 

29. God Is God and We Are Not. 

God is God, God is in control, and God’s kingdom has no rivals. [page 38] 

30. Three Kins of Tolerance. 

“It may help if we distinguish between three kinds [of tolerance]. The first may be 

called legal tolerance, which ensures that every minority’s religious and political rights 

… are adequately protected in law. This is obviously right … Another kind is social 

tolerance, which encourages respect for all persons, whatever views they may hold, and 

seeks to understand and appreciate their position. This too is a virtue which Christians 

wish to cultivate … 

“But what about intellectual tolerance, which is the third kind? To cultivate a mind so 

broad that it can tolerate every opinion, without ever detecting anything in it to reject, 

is not a virtue; it is the vice of the feeble-minded. It can degenerate into an 

unprincipled confusion of truth with error and goodness with evil. Christians, who 

believe that truth and goodness have been revealed in Christ, cannot possibly come to 

terms with it.” (Authentic Christianity, page 69) [page 40] 

31. There Is Only One God. 

Our society does not mind if we want to include our little god somewhere in the 

pantheon of contemporary gods, but if we insist that the God of the Bible is the God of 

the universe, and there is no other beside him, then we meet a very different reaction. 

[page 41] 

32. The Public Face of Evangelism. 

Too much of the public face of evangelicalism is characterized by vociferous, angry 

venting or panicking, rather than prayerful, humble, calm, and confident belief in a 

sovereign God who is in control of things. [page 42] 

33. The Church Will Stand. 

In the 1920s, Lord Reith helped to establish the BBC—the British Broadcasting 

Corporation—and then from 1927 served as its first Director-General. He was a 
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somewhat severe man from the highlands of Scotland. As the BBC began to be carried 

along by the tide of secularism that swept through Britain in the sixties, a young 

producer stood up in a meeting and said to Lord Reith that the world was changing, 

and that the BBC did not need to continue with its religious programming output. 

People were no longer interested in it, he said, and the church was becoming 

increasingly obsolete. 

Lord Reith, who was 6’6” tall, stood up, told this young man to take his seat, and said: 

“The church will stand at the grave of the BBC.” 

And you know what? It will. It will still stand when the BBC, and CNN and Fox as well, 

dwindle and die. The kingdom of God will stand when every organization and 

institution and empire meet its end. “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s 

good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12 v 32). [page 43] 

34. Give Yourself to God’s Family. 

But the kingdom of God is unsmashable, and it has an embassy in your neighborhood 

that we call the local church. Don’t be discouraged as you meet; don't be distraught 

over dwindling numbers or a more and more hostile media. Instead, commit to it. 

Serve your church family. Give yourself to it. Because, when the Lord builds his church, 

either in number of in maturity, through our labors, gifts, and giving, we are being used 

to build the only kingdom that will last forever. There is nothing coming next. So, give 

your best to this kingdom. It may feel small, but it is never in vain, for this kingdom is 

eternal, and it is God’s. [page 44] 

35. God’s Kingdom Is Eternal. 

God is sovereign over the affairs of time, including those times when everything seems 

to have gone completely pear-shaped. That is the lesson of Daniel 2. God sets up and 

God brings down kingdoms. These kingdoms will come and go, but God has established 

a kingdom that will never come to an end and will never be passed on to somebody 

else. [page 44] 

36. There Are No Rivals. 

…God is God, he is in control, and his kingdom—his church—ultimately knows no 

rivals. [page 44] 

37. Who Will You Obey? 

When it is all on the line, who will you worship? When the moment of choice comes, 

who will you obey? [page 45] 
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38. Strong Convictions. 

Matthew Henry …[wrote], “Strong convictions often come short of sound conversions.” 

[page 46] 

39. Babylon and Jerusalem Comparison. 

Throughout the Bible we see Babylon and Jerusalem set against one other: Babylon 

representing man and his proud defiance against God and determination to construct a 

society without God; and Jerusalem representing God and his revelation, and the 

submission of people to his law and to his rule. [page 46] 

40. Idolatry in Human Hearts. 

Idolatry is not only a problem of ancient civilizations. It is a problem of all human 

societies because it is a problem of human hearts. Romans 1 is speaking of everyone 

when it says that… 

“although they knew God [deep down], they did not honor him as God or give thanks 

to him … Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the 

immortal God for images resembling mortal man … [they] worshiped and served the 

creature rather than the Creator.” (Romans 1 v 21-23, 25) 

As a result of that idolatry, “God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to 

the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves” (Romans 1 v 24). Idolatry—in your 

life and more broadly in society—precedes immorality. If we would understand why 

immorality is tolerated or even promoted, we need to look behind the behavior to the 

worship—to the idol. [page 48] 

41. The Heart’s False Religions. 

Great swaths of humanity bow down at various shrines—temples, malls, offices, strip 

bars—with great sincerity of heart, and every one of them represents a false religion. 

[page 49] 

42. We Will Not Serve Your Gods. 

These men are facing the furnace—being burned alive. How will they answer? 

What would you have said? Would you have bowed down? 

Think about it. It is only a one-off deal. What’s the problem with just once? And you’d 

know the statue is just a joke; it’s not God and doesn’t have power. Why not bow down? 

You’re far from home; no one would know. No one is asking you to actually renounce 

God. You don’t have to say anything. Everyone else is doing it, and no one will notice 

you joining in. And the king has, after all, been very good to you—you owe him your 

job, your house. Yes, your conscience is nagging at you, but it will quieten down after a 
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bit. Plus, if you bow down, you won’t die, and if you don’t die, then you can be useful to 

God. And God wants us to be useful to him, so that’s a good argument for just bowing 

down, real fast, getting it done and getting on with living. Plus, that furnace is hot. 

Here is what Daniel’s friends decide to answer: 

“O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. If it be so, our God 

whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will 

deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, we will not 

serve your gods or worship the golden image you have set up.” (v 16-18) [pages 52-53] 

43. Faith Is Obedience in spite of Consequences. 

“Faith is not believing in spite of evidence; rather, it is obeying in spite of the 

consequences.” [pages 53-54] 

44. Obedience Is Not Easy. 

We are called to obey even when it won’t work out well for us. We are called to obey 

even when it seems better not to. Pragmatism is the enemy of obedience. [page 54] 

45. Called to Be Faithful. 

The Christian life is sometimes going to look like resisting the attractiveness of an idol, 

refusing to meet the expectations of everyone else, and accepting the consequences of 

mockery, ostracization, unemployment, and worse. We are not called to be pragmatic 

but faithful: to say, God has said this, and so I will do it. [page 55] 

46. God – Our Deliverer. 

Our God is the God who delivers. He delivered his people from the bondage of Egypt, 

bringing them out with his outstretched hand. He delivered his people from the power 

Goof the Philistines, through the victory of his king, David. He would deliver his people 

from the exile that he had delivered them into, through changing the heart of another, 

later, king: Cyrus of Persia. And supremely, he delivered his people from our bondage 

to sin and death and judgment through the death and resurrection of his Son, our Lord 

Jesus. [page 57] 

47. Christ Has Delivered Us. 

We have been delivered by the Son of God, who went into the fire of the hell of God’s 

judgment for us, and who gave his life to deliver us, forever, so that whoever believes in 

him shall never ultimately die (John 11 v 25-26). The most terrifying furnace you and I 

could ever face—the furnace that each of us should face—has already been walked 

through by the Lord Jesus, on the cross. [page 57] 
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48. Through the Furnace. 

That furnace of judgment and hell is one we will never face. God has delivered us from 

it. But notice that when it comes to the “fiery trials” of the Christian life, we are 

delivered through the furnace, not from it. Obedience to Jesus does not mean we skip 

the fires; indeed, often obedience will bring us into the fires. It is in the midst of the fire 

that God often shows himself the most clearly to us and reveals his strength to us:  

When through fiery trials, thy pathway shall lie, His grace all sufficient shall be 

thy supply. For he will be with thee in trouble to bless And sanctify to thee thy 

deepest distress. [pages 57-58] 

49. Living Sacrifices. 

This is what discipleship takes. We are to offer our bodies (and our careers, our 

prospects, our respect among our peers, our houses, our bank balances) as living 

sacrifices to God, holy and acceptable to the Lord. This is the way we worship (Romans 

12 v 1). It should be said of you and me what the king ends up saying of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego:  

“[They] trusted in [their God], and set aside the king’s command, and yielded up 

their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God.” 

(Daniel 3 v 28) [pages 58-59] 

50. Me-first Idolatry. 

That requires us to reject me-first idolatry. It calls us to be clear sighted enough to see 

the idols our culture is worshiping, and the idols our own hearts are drawn toward, 

because we understand that if we cannot name them, it is not that there are no idols for 

us to contend with but that we are worshiping them without realizing. It means that we 

know how to complete the sentences “I will not bow to…” and “I will not bow when…” 

(Perhaps pause right now to consider how you would complete those sentences.) And it 

means that we will sometimes say to those around us, I will not bow. It demands that 

we reject a pragmatic, safety-first approach to our Christian lives. It looks like 

obedience in spite of the consequences. And we will only live this way to the extent that 

we learn to say, God has already delivered me from the most fiery of furnaces. He is 

able to deliver me from whatever you may do to me and whatever I may lose. But 

even if he does not, know that I will not worship these idols. [page 59] 

51. Evangelism in Paganism. 

The extent to which we truly believe in the God of Daniel will be demonstrated by the 

confidence of our evangelism in a pagan culture. [page 61] 
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52. Shown Hostility and Rejection. 

Talk about Jesus and you risk being met not with interest or politeness but with 

hostility and rejection.  

And so, many of us don’t. [page 61] 

53. God and Us in Evangelism. 

Think of the most hardened atheist you know. Think of the person whose lifestyle is 

lived in clearest rejection of the gospel. Think of the person who, if you are honest, you 

simply cannot conceive of bending the knee to Jesus as Lord.  

What would it take for them to come to faith?  

It will take God’s humbling work and a godly person’s courageous words … [page 62] 

54. God’s Patient Kindness. 

God is slow to chide, and he is swift to bless. As Paul put it, God’s patient kindness is 

intended to lead people to repentance (Romans 2 v 4). [page 64] 

55. God Works Repeatedly. 

John Calvin, commenting on the way in which God works in the life of a person not 

unlike Nebuchadnezzar, wrote, “When God, therefore, wishes to lead us to repentance, 

he is compelled to repeat his blows continually.” The blows were painful but the 

purpose was glorious—to bring a man to repentance and salvation. [page 64] 

56. Daniel’s Role in Evangelism. 

In his compassion, Daniel does not speak comfort to King Nebuchadnezzar. No, out of 

compassion he speaks truth to power, and he appeals to him to repent before his 

humiliation. Daniel is not vindictive, nor is he quiet. He calls the king to repent of his 

pride and to bow before God while the dream is still a dream and not yet a reality.  

Daniel had a sufficient fear of God’s judgment that he did not wish it even on his 

enemy. And he had a sufficient confidence in God’s power and mercy that he called this 

great king to repent.  

Daniel could have kept quiet. He was in a foreign land, speaking to a hostile king. 

Instead, he spoke truth with compassion and conviction. Why? Because he knew God’s 

role in evangelism, and he knew his own.  

And so must we. [page 67] 
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57. My Job and God’s Job. 

My friend Rico Tice, in his book Honest Evangelism, points out what often happens 

when we seek to share the gospel with our friends:  

“The problem with actually doing evangelism is that it just doesn’t work. You’re 

never successful—people don’t become Christians. The other problem is that you 

might get it wrong. You’re not good enough at it … If you feel like that, you’re 

right. Your evangelism will never make someone come to faith in Christ. And 

your evangelism will never be good enough to win someone. But here’s the thing; 

it doesn’t have to be. That’s not your job. When it comes to witnessing, the most 

liberating truth is to realise what our job is, and what God’s job is.” (page 62)  

So what is our job? It is this: to faithfully proclaim the gospel. And what is God’s? It is 

to sovereignly, mercifully work through what his servants say. [page 68] 

58. The Power of the Holy Spirit. 

The Spirit’s power should give us the confidence to cross the office or the street or 

the front room and tell someone about Jesus … it is my job, and your job, to tell 

someone about Jesus—who he is, why he came and what [that] means [for them]. 

It is not our job to make someone respond. It’s God who opens blind eyes. You 

communicate the message—and then you pray that he would do the miracle.” 

(Honest Evangelism, pages 63-64) [page 69] 

59. God Is Plain to All Everywhere. 

What can be known about God is plain to all people everywhere, because God has 

shown it to them. His invisible qualities—his power and his divinity—can be seen 

simply by looking at creation. In other words, atheism is a choice; it is a rebellion 

against God. The fool has closed their eyes to the truth, has said in their heart that 

there is no God, and has built out their beliefs and their life from there. [pages 79-80] 

60. God Calls the Time of Judgement. 

God “commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which 

he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this 

he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead” (Acts 17 v 30-31). In the 

resurrection of Jesus, God has declared that this world will face his just judgment for 

its declaration of autonomy from its Maker. We do not know the date; but he does, and 

it is marked in the divine diary. All it takes is for him to lift his finger and the door will 

open and that day will have arrived. It will come as a surprise to our society—but no 

one will be able to say that they have not been warned. The evidence of creation and the 

evidence of the empty tomb are more than sufficient. [page 81] 
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61. Pride Rejects God. 

Pride is at the very heart of human rejection of God. We do not want to accept that 

there is someone other than us who is in charge of our lives and who gives us our 

breath and our every success. Pride is at the very heart of it, from the fall of Satan to 

eating the fruit in the Garden of Eden and beyond… [page 84] 

62. Pride in Pastors. 

Every pastoral collapse that I have observed in my decades of ministry can in the end 

be traced to one thing: pride—a lack of humility and a vaunting of power or prestige or 

security or success. [page 84] 

63. Antidiscrimination Orthodoxy. 

There will be times when the gospel is so little thought about that its very nature is 

forgotten. And the likelihood is that those times are coming to us as the West enters a 

phase (and like all phases, it will not last) of “post-Christendom.” In many ways, it is 

already here.  

One area where we particularly see this is in that of sexual ethics. Melanie Phillips gives 

the example, all the way back in 2009 (and the train has continued on a pace since 

then), of the beauty queen Carrie Prejean. Prejean was deprived of the Miss USA title 

because she answered a question from a judge in the contest about same sex marriage 

by saying that while it was good that Americans could vote for the rules they wanted, 

she thought marriage should be between a man and a woman (The World Turned 

Upside Down, page 102). And, Phillips points out:  

“In Britain the antidiscrimination orthodoxy [of our age] has led to a systematic 

campaign against Christians—particularly over the issue of homosexuality, the 

key area where Christians run up against social libertarianism in the public 

square … While true prejudice against homosexuals or anyone else is 

reprehensible, ‘prejudice’ has been redefined to include the expression of 

normative values … in the cause of nonjudgmentalism, only those who are in 

favor of moral judgments based on the ethical codes of the Bible are to be judged 

and condemned.” (page 101) [pages 84-85] 

64. Change Should Not Move God’s Servants. 

The winds of change did not move him. And neither must they move God’s servants 

today. Faithfulness may lead us to be sidelined and then be remembered only to be 

mocked; but when the price tag for access to those in power is compromising on the 

gospel, it is a price too high to pay. [page 86] 
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65. God Fixes the Time of Judgement Day. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead lies in history. That is God’s assurance 

to the world that “he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world.” The writing is 

on the wall. Western culture may party in celebration of its success and autonomy—but 

this is the last night of the party, and the morning will come as the Lord lifts his finger 

and judgment arrives. And better then to have been sidelined and mocked than to have 

compromised and joined the party. [page 87] 

66. I Trust Daniel’s God. 

How easy it is to make Daniel the hero of the story and to assume that the main point 

of the text is his example to us, as though what Daniel wants us to go away and think is 

“I can dare to be a Daniel.” No—the hero is God, the main point of the text is his 

character and his posture towards us, and what Daniel wanted us to go away thinking 

is, “I will keep trusting the God whom Daniel knew.” [pages 89-90] 

67. We Are Here to Serve. 

Our Western nations may be increasingly committed to a non-Christian worldview and 

ethical approach. They may be more and more antagonistic to those who wish to live 

out the law of God. But we are not further from “Jerusalem” than Babylon was. If 

Daniel could find a way to serve well in exile—to seek the common good, to obey the 

state wherever he could, to give his time and talents to seeing Babylon flourish—then 

we can serve well, too. In order not to compromise and blend in with post-Christian 

culture, we will be tempted to make a run for it, to circle the wagons and isolate 

ourselves, or to stand outside of our culture and shout at it. Instead, we are to serve, 

and serve well. [page 91] 

68. Serving Even in Old Age. 

… old age is no defense against facing difficult and costly decisions, nor is it an excuse 

not to obey. about you, So for those of us who are older, Daniel 6 stands as an 

encouragement to us to keep running the race all the way through the tape, and not to 

let ourselves drift as we approach the end. Equally, if you’re younger, don’t miss the 

fact that the decision Daniel made in chapter 1 leads directly to the decision we will see 

him make in chapter 6. In general (and notwithstanding the power of the Holy Spirit to 

work in us what we ourselves cannot) what we are in our early years we will be in our 

later years. [page 92] 

69. Being Faithful, Trustworthy, and Reliable. 

And that’s the kind of man Daniel was: “impervious to corruption.” Again, he was a 

walking embodiment of the call of the prophets: “[God] has told you, O man, what is 
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good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness?” 

(Micah 6 v 8).  

That’s what we’re called to be too, as servants of the Lord God. You should not have to 

walk around your office with a large study Bible tucked under your arm for people to 

know that you are a follower of the Lord Jesus. You should not need a bunch of bumper 

stickers declaring your allegiance to Christ. What is far more compelling is to be 

faithful, to be trustworthy, and to be reliable—to show up when you say you’ll show up, 

to do a full day’s job, to finish at the right time, to not steal the pencils or massage the 

expenses claims, to help your colleagues even when the help is below your pay grade, to 

write thank-you notes, to be courteous. It’s good to be good at your job. It’s a 

significant thing to be a man of purity in a dirty world, or to be a woman of integrity in 

a shady world. We are called to do far more than to be good workers and to serve our 

society well; but we are certainly not called to do less.  

Even if it gets us into trouble—as it did Daniel. [page 93] 

70. Loyalty to the King or to God? 

…now Daniel must choose: loyalty to the king—and maintain his position, his riches, 

his reputation, his life—or loyalty to his God—and face death. [page 94] 

71. Inalienable and Unchangeable Natural Laws. 

Now as then, governments are capable of making arbitrary laws that refuse to recognize 

that they are themselves under the jurisdiction of a greater Lawgiver. This is the idea of 

“natural law,” which states that there is built into the very fabric of humanity some 

natural laws which are inalienable and unchangeable because they were given by the 

Creator, the ultimate and supreme Lawgiver. [page 96] 

72. God’s Coming Kingdom. 

Sinclair Ferguson points out that in the Old Testament, the destructive power of lions is 

a metaphor for the chaos and disharmony of this fallen world. It’s no surprise, 

therefore, that Peter chooses to describe Satan as a “roaring lion” who looks to “devour” 

believers by dragging them from their faith (1 Peter 5 v 8). And it is wonderful to read 

Isaiah’s description of the promised kingdom to come, where the lion will lie down with 

the calf (Isaiah 11 v 6). In Daniel’s den, we get a glimpse of the coming kingdom, where 

lions whose only object is to destroy and consume are transformed into placid, peaceful 

creatures. [page 100] 

73. Your Decision about God. 

What you do with the one who hung on the cross and walked out of the tomb decides 

what God will do with you for eternity. [page 101] 
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74. Shocking Literature Used by God. 

Apocalyptic writing is literary shock treatment—a genre to be used in an emergency. It 

is employed in the Bible, including in the second half of the book of Daniel, when the 

drama is so perplexing and so overwhelming that what needs to be said cannot be 

encapsulated by the normal mechanisms of addressing or describing life. God employs 

apocalyptic language in order to express that which falls outside the normal boundaries 

of our use of language. [page 104] 

75. God Is on the Throne. 

But the second half of the book of Daniel, beginning in chapter 7, is not included in the 

Bible just so that we can argue about exact timings and enjoy trying to work out what 

each image corresponds to in history, but never actually derive anything helpful for real 

life from it. No—the point of these chapters is to make clear that, contrary to 

appearances, God is on the throne and the future is securely in his hands. [page 104] 

76. The Normal Experience of Persecution. 

We are not to be surprised when we find Christianity maligned and marginalized, when 

we hear of Christians being prosecuted and persecuted, or when we find ourselves 

being told we are extremists, haters, and bigots. For a few hundred years in the West 

we have been able to kid ourselves that the normal experience of God’s people is to be 

considered respectable and honorable, to be able to voice our views in the public square 

and be welcomed, and to be able to speak to those in power and be listened to. It was 

not ever thus, and it is no longer thus. We are back to the normal experience of the 

church: facing opposition and being called to stand firm and undergo suffering for our 

faith. [pages 110-111] 

77. Proclaiming to the World Who Christ Is. 

The work of proclaiming the gospel throughout the world is a logical deduction from 

the truth about who Christ is and what Christ has accomplished and where Christ is 

right now. [page 114] 

78. God Wins. 

God has won, and God will win, and his people will reign—but the war is not over yet. 

[page 115] 

79. The War Has Been Won, but the Fight Continues. 

The story is not that this great triumph has taken place and that therefore for the 

balance of time until Christ returns the people of God are just going to be able to enjoy 

themselves and relax and have a nice time while they wait.  No, we are in the era of 

now-but not-yet: we are living in the period of time between the coronation of Christ 
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and the final glorious victory of Christ. We’re in the midst of what the Westminster 

Confession refers to as “a continual and irreconcilable war.” It is a war that will be won, 

because it has already been won—but the fight continues. [page 115] 

80. Christ Has Overcome the World. 

“In the world you will have tribulation,” the Son of Man told his subjects in the days 

before his coronation (John 16 v 33). “But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

[page 117] 

81. You Have Not Reached Home. 

[There is] … the story of a missionary who was returning to the United States, back in 

the days when overseas travel was only by ship. It happened that this missionary was 

on the same ship as an acclaimed national figure, and as the boat docked in New York, 

there were huge numbers of people gathered on the quay to greet this popular man 

with banners and signs. The photographers were lined up to take pictures of his return 

for all the newspapers. As the missionary scanned the faces on the quay, he realized 

that no one had come to welcome him. He had been gone years, laboring in the cause of 

Christ, and no one had turned up to greet him. For as he began to submerge in waves of 

self-pity, a truth struck him as clearly as if a voice had spoken it to him from heaven 

(which, in a sense, it had): “Do not be discouraged. You have not reached home. This 

isn’t it. [page 119] 

82. Do Not Be Discouraged. 

This is the message of Daniel. Do not be discouraged. You have not reached home. This 

isn’t it. You will find no self-pity, retreat, or compromise in any of its chapters. Daniel 

and his friends were pushed hard. They found themselves falling—literally, into the 

furnace and the lions’ den. But Psalm 118 v 13-14 was true for them, as it is true for us:  

“I was pushed hard, so that I was falling,  
but the LORD helped me.  
The LORD is my strength and my song;  
he has become my salvation.” [page 120] 

 

83. The World Is Not Our Home. 

Liddell could have been a double gold medalist if he had just compromised a little, just 

once. He could have enjoyed a comfortable, prosperous, and popular life in Scotland. 

What a strange, nonsensical way it was that he chose to live his life! Unless, of course, 

you believe that the kingdoms of this world will give way to the kingdom of Jesus 

Christ, and that this is not your home.  
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Liddell believed that, and so he lived that. As he boarded the train, he let down the 

window in his carriage, silenced the crowd, and shouted out, “Christ for the world. For 

the world needs Christ.” That was his parting shot. And then he led them in the singing 

of this hymn:  

“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun  
Doth his successive journeys run;  
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,  
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.” [pages 121-122] 

 

84. Do ALL to the Glory of God. 

Don’t look back to the “glory days.” Live well in this day. If you’re a banker, be a banker 

to the glory of God. If you’re a teacher, teach to the glory of God. If you’re a scientist, 

research to the glory of God. If you’re a salesman, sell to the glory of God. Just be who 

you are, where you are, obedient and confident in the conviction that God is 

accomplishing the eternal counsel of his will and that he’s drawn you into the story into 

which he drew Daniel and those exiles: the story of how he is bringing his kingdom to 

this world until the day when it stretches from shore to shore. [page 122] 

85. God Is Still in Charge Ultimately. 

A few years ago, the US Supreme Court decided to change the definition of marriage. 

They were taking to themselves an authority that belongs only to God. It was one of 

those moments when Christians in a nation realize that they are not at home in their 

nation any more. I expect that, wherever you live, there will be more of those moments 

to come as we are increasingly buffeted, marginalized, and ostracized. I wrote in my 

journal that evening, “This is the saddest day of my life in America.”  

And then I added:  

“But I know that God is still in charge. So we proceed accordingly.”  

I know that—and I resolved to do that—because I know the God whom Daniel knew. Do 

you?  

Do not be discouraged. You have not reached home. This isn’t it. And Jesus shall reign. 

[page 123] 

 

 

 

 


