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A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23 by Phillip Keller, Zondervan Publishing House, 

Grand Rapids, MI (1970). [19 Quotes selected by Doug Nichols.] 

1. God Using the Trinity in Our lives. 

…it helps to hold clearly in mind the particular part played upon our history by God the 

Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

God the Father is God the author—the originator of all that exists. It was in His mind, 

first, that all took shape. 

God the Son, our Savior, is God the artisan—the artist, the Creator of all that exists. He 

brought into being all that had been originally formulated in His Father’s mind. 

God the Holy Spirit is God the agent who presents these facts to both my mind and my 

spiritual understanding so that they become both real and relative to me as an 

individual. 

Now the beautiful relationships given to us repeatedly in Scripture between God and 

man are those of a father to his children and a shepherd to his sheep. These concepts 

were first conceived in the mind of God our Father. They were made possible and 

practical through the work of Christ. They are confirmed and made real in me through 

the agency of the gracious Holy Spirit. [Pages 16-17] 

2. Look Who My Shepherd Is! 

He spoke with a strong sense of pride and devotion and admiration. It was as though he 

literally boasted aloud, “Look at who my shepherd is—my owner—my manager!” The 

Lord is! 

After all, he knew from firsthand experience that the lot in life of any particular sheep 

depended on the type of man who owned it. Some men were gentle, kind, intelligent, 

brave, and selfless in their devotion to their stock. Under one man sheep would 

struggle, starve, and suffer endless hardship. In another’s care they would flourish and 

thrive contentedly. [Page 17] 

3. I Am One of Christ’s Sheep. 

Yet the staggering fact remains that Christ, the Creator of such an enormous universe 

of overwhelming magnitude, deigns to call Himself my Shepherd and invites me to 

consider myself His sheep—His special object of affection and attention. Who better 

could care for me? [Page 18] 

4. Christ Is the Best to Care for Me. 

Yes, He the Christ—the Son of God—brought all of this into being. From the most 

gigantic galaxy to the most minute microbe, all function flawlessly in accordance with 
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definite laws of order and unity, which are utterly beyond the mind of finite man to 

master. 

It is in this sense, first of all, that I am basically bound to admit that His ownership of 

me as a human being is legitimate—simply because it is He who brought me into being 

and no one is better able to understand or care for me. [Page 19] 

5. I Bought My Flock with My Body. 

I recall quite clearly how, in my first venture with sheep, the question of paying a price 

for my ewes was so terribly important. They belonged to me only by virtue of the fact 

that I paid hard cash for them. It was money earned by the blood and sweat and tears 

drawn from my own body during the desperate grinding years of the Depression. And 

when I bought that first small flock, I was buying them literally with my own body 

which had been laid down with this day in mind. [Page 20] 

6. I Need to Continually Lay My Life Down for My Sheep. 

But the day I bought them I also realized that this was but the first stage in a long, 

lasting endeavor in which from then on, I would, as their owner, have to continually lay 

down my life for them if they were to flourish and prosper. Sheep do not “just take care 

of themselves,” as some might suppose. They require, more than any other class of 

livestock, endless attention and meticulous care. [Pages 20-21] 

7. Christ Ever Works on Our Behalf. 

He literally lays Himself out for us continually. He is ever interceding for us; He is ever 

guiding us by His gracious Spirit; He is ever working on our behalf to ensure that we 

will benefit from His care. [Page 21] 

8. Two Masters: Christ or Satan. 

In memory I can still see one of the sheep ranches in our district that was operated by a 

tenant sheepman. He ought never to have been allowed to keep sheep. His stock were 

always thin, weak, and riddled with disease or parasites. Again and again they would 

come and stand at the fence staring blankly through the woven wire at the green lush 

pastures that my flock enjoyed. Had they been able to speak, I am sure they would have 

said, “Oh, to be set free from this awful owner!” 

This is a picture that has never left my memory. It is a picture of pathetic people the 

world over who have not known what it is to belong to the Good Shepherd . . . who 

suffer instead under sin and Satan. [Pages 21-22] 

9. Do I Know Him? 

Do I really belong to Him? 
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Do I really recognize His right to me? 
Do I respond to His authority and acknowledge His ownership? 
Do I find freedom and complete fulfillment in this arrangement? 
Do I sense a purpose and deep contentment because I am under His direction? 
Do I know rest and repose, besides a definite sense of exciting adventure, in belonging 
to Him? [Page 25] 
 
10. Contentment in God. 
 
Contentment should be the hallmark of the man or woman who has put his or her 
affairs in the hands of God. [Page 30] 
 
11. God Has Everything under Control. 
 
Generally it is the “unknown,” the “unexpected,” that produces the greatest panic. It is 
in the grip of fear that most of us are unable to cope with the cruel circumstances and 
harsh complexities of life. We feel they are foes that endanger our tranquility. Often our 
first impulse is simply to get up and run from them. 
 
Then, in the midst of our misfortunes, there suddenly comes the awareness that He, the 
Christ, the Good Shepherd, is there. It makes all the difference. His presence in the 
picture throws a different light on the whole scene. Suddenly things are not half so 
black nor nearly so terrifying. The outlook changes and there is hope. I find myself 
delivered from fear. Rest returns and I can relax. 
 
This has come to me again and again as I grow older. It is the knowledge that my 
Master, my Friend, my Owner has things under control even when they may appear 
calamitous. This gives me great consolation, repose, and rest. I find comfort in saying, 
“Now I lay me down in peace and sleep, for Thou, God, keepest me.” [Page 38] 
 
12. Sin to Overcoming Victory. 
 
For the child of God, the Old Testament account of Israel moving from Egypt into the 
promised land is a picture of us moving from sin into the life of overcoming victory. We 
are promised such a life. It has been provided for us and is made possible by the 
unrelenting effort of Christ on our behalf. [Page 47] 
 
13. One Waiting for the Master’s Voice. 
 
In the Christian life it is of more than passing significance to observe that those who are 
often the most serene, most confident, and most able to cope with life’s complexities 
are those who rise early each day to feed on God’s Word. It is in the quiet, early hours 
of the morning that they are led beside the quiet, still waters where they imbibe the 
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very life of Christ for the day. This is much more than mere figure of speech. It is 
practical reality. The biographies of the great men and women of God repeatedly point 
out how the secret of the success in their spiritual life was attributed to the “quiet time” 
of each morning. There, alone, still, waiting for the Master’s voice, one is led gently to 
the place where, as the old hymn puts it, “The still dews of His Spirit can be dropped 
into my life and soul.” [Page 52] 
 
14. The Spirit and Christ Satisfies the Thirsting Soul. 
 
And amid all this chaos of a confused, sick society, Christ comes quietly as of old and 
invites us to come to Him. He invites us to follow Him. He invites us to put our 
confidence in Him. For He it is who best knows how we can be satisfied. He knows that 
the human heart, the human personality, the human soul with its amazing capacity for 
God can never be satisfied with a substitute. Only the Spirit and life of Christ Himself 
will satisfy the thirsting soul. [Page 55] 
 
15. Creatures of Habit. 
 
Sheep are notorious creatures of habit. If left to themselves, they will follow the same 
trails until they become ruts, graze the same hills until they turn to desert wastes, 
pollute their own ground until it is corrupt with disease and parasites. Many of the 
world’s finest sheep ranges have been ruined beyond repair by overgrazing, poor 
management, and indifferent or ignorant sheep owners. 
 
One need only travel through places like Spain, Greece, Mesopotamia, North Africa, 
and even parts of the western United States and New Zealand or Australia to see the 
havoc wrought by sheep on the land. Some areas in these countries that were formerly 
productive grasslands have gradually been reduced to ravaged wastelands. Too many 
sheep over too many years under poor management have brought nothing but poverty 
and disaster in their wake. [Page 70] 
 
16. God Wants Us to Walk with Him. 
 
God wants us all to move on with Him. He wants us to walk with Him. He wants it not 
only for our welfare but for the benefit of others as well as His own dear reputation. 
 
Perhaps there are those who think He expects too much of us. Maybe they feel the 
demands are too drastic. Some may even consider His call impossible to carry out. 
 
It would be if we had to depend on self-determination or self-discipline to succeed. But 
if we are in earnest about wanting to do His will, and to be led, He makes this possible 
by His own gracious Spirit who is given to those who obey (Acts 5:32). For it is He who 
works in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13). [page 80] 
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17.  In This World One Will Have Trouble. 
 
There are going to be some valleys in life for all of us. The Good Shepherd Himself 
assured us that “in this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world” (John 16:33). [Page 91] 
 
18. The Good We Do Lives after Us. 
 
Do I leave a blessing and benediction behind me? 
 
Sir Alfred Tennyson wrote in one of his great classic poems, “The good men do lives 
after them.” 
 
On one occasion two friends spent a few days in our home while passing through en 
route to some engagements in the East. They invited me to go along. After several days 
on the road, one of the men missed his hat. He was sure it had been left in our home. 
He asked me to write my wife to find it and kindly send it on to him. 
 
Her letter of reply was one I shall never forget. One sentence in particular made an 
enormous impact on me. “I have combed the house from top to bottom and can find no 
trace of the hat. The only thing those men left behind was a great blessing!” 
 
Is this the way people feel about me? 
 
Do I leave a trail of sadness or of gladness behind? 
 
Is my memory, in other people’s minds, entwined with mercy and goodness, or would 
they rather forget me altogether? [page 132] 
 
19. The Legacy of Dr. Livingstone. 
 
In Africa, where I spent so many years, one of the greatest marks left by any man was 
that of David Livingstone. No matter where his footsteps took him through the bush 
and plains of the great continent, there remained the impact of his love. Natives, whose 
language he never learned, long years after remembered him as the kindly, tender 
doctor whom goodness and mercy had followed all the days of his life. [Page 133] 
 
 


