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Social Justice Pharisees: Woke Church Tactics and How to Engage Them by 

AD Robles, Morgan James Publishing, New York, NY (2022). [17 Quotes selected by 

Doug Nichols.] 

1. Political Positions of the Woke Church. 

The woke church movement is a politically motivated movement. Even the most casual 

conservative observer can tell the woke church promotes clearly progressive policy 

goals that are given a thin veneer of Christian-sounding words. They're trying to push 

these political policy positions as deep theological truths that have somehow been 

missing from American evangelicalism all this time. [Pages 35-36] 

2. Government Is God-given. 

God intends the government's role to be severe, but narrow. We pay taxes to 

accomplish this task, and we submit to the government in this task because it comes 

directly from God. The government does not get to assign itself tasks to accomplish as 

it wills; rather it must stick to the defined roles God has given it. Doug Wilson states, 

Certain things really do belong to Caesar, in other things most emphatically do not. 

One of the things that does not belong to him is defining what things belong to him. 

[Pages 41-42] 

3. The Woke Church’s Not Liking the Bible’s Answers. 

The book by David Chilton, … was actually a response book to an early social justice 

warrior named Ron Sider. He also tried to pretend the Bible did not address these 

kinds of issues in detail but only in general principles that allowed us lots and flexibility 

to accomplish. But now, as then, the answer is clear. David Chilton again: 

“Oh, yes, it does. The trouble is that Sider doesn’t like the Bible’s answers.”  

Neither does the woke church. [Page 57] 

4. Twisting the Bible’s Applications. 

The woke church movement stretches many other passages of Scripture beyond their 

limits, but for now these will suffice to make my point. One thing I would like to make 

clear is that I do not believe the woke church movement is bad at reading. On the 

contrary, I think Eric Mason, Ed Stetzer, Matt Chandler, Thabiti Anyabwile and the rest 

are all actually quite good at understanding what the Bible says. But they are bad at, 

however, is application. It is the applications of the passages that get stretched beyond 

recognition. [Page 88] 
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5. Use of the Bible to Support the Woke Church’s Presuppositions. 

So they seek to create a credible sounding case complete with biblical words and stories 

to attempt to uphold their views publicly without too much scrutiny. Instead of being 

willing to derive their beliefs from the text regardless of their presuppositions, they 

seek to use the text in order to justify their presuppositions. [Page 88] 

6. Truth and Life’s Practices Do Not Match. 

I don't think it's very smart to listen to people regarding how to be in step with the 

gospel when in the same speech they offer racial hiring schemes that so clearly violate 

the truth of that gospel. [Page 113] 

7. Scripture to Engage the Woke Church. 

“You must not deal unjustly in judgment: you must neither show partiality to the poor 

nor honor the rich. You must judge your fellow citizen fairly.” Leviticus 19: 15, NET 

If you are going to engage the woke church movement at any level it is right idea to 

memorize the verse above and its location. It is short, easy to understand and 

completely devastating to the entire perspective of the woke church and social justice 

movement. By this I mean this verse by itself can defeat almost any bad idea of social 

justice advocate can dream up. [Page 117] 

8. The Sin of Partiality. 

The sin of racism is the sin of partiality--partiality according to skin color. This means 

you decide how to judge someone or treat someone not based on how God said you 

should treat them but rather according to their skin color. Racism is partiality. [Page 

121] 

9. God Is Not Fooled by Partiality of Any Form. 

Deciding to give or withhold financial assistance based on skin color is partiality; and it 

does not matter whether that skin color is associated with a lot of power or a little bit of 

power. It is wrong. Race-based scholarship schemes should be unheard of in Christian 

contexts. If you want to reverse your seminary’s racist past, my wild idea? Stop being 

racist. It doesn't work to be racist in reverse. God is not fooled by nonsense like that, 

and He isn't pleased with it. [Page 123] 

10. Color over Christians. 

The woke church is guilty of loving their extended family according to the flesh more 

than Christ. Thabiti Anyabwile’s comments make this crystal clear. If given the choice 

between identifying his ethnic families according to skin color and identifying 

Christians according to the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, Anyabwile chooses ethnicity. 
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To him, this is a choice between life and death. Identifying with his brothers in the flesh 

is “Black survival.” He has decided “to choose black solidarity b4 Xian to live.” [Page 

149] 

11. James Cone-- the Godfather of the Woke Church. 

James Cohn was a black liberation theologian who passed away in 2018. When he died, 

Jemar Tisby and many other woke church leaders waxed poetic about how much they 

owe to Cone’s writings for their own ideas and beliefs. James Cohn was a literal, capital 

“H” heretic. He denied every single one of the fundamentals of the faith. An abject lack 

of forgiveness as a priority was a big part of that. [Page 158] 

12. A White Christ – an Oppressor? 

What need for a white Christ when we are not white but black? If Christ is white and 

not black, he is an oppressor, and we must kill him. --James Cone [page 160] 

13. Heretical Teachings. 

Trust me when I tell you that you can find equally mad ravings of the lunatic that was 

James Cone on almost every single page of his writing. It is no wonder forgiveness is 

downplayed in the woke church movement even as it is a primary focus in the Bible. 

Their teachers were flat out heretics and probably clinically insane. Of course, the woke 

church theologians have a nicer way of putting it, but what difference does that make? 

We are talking about the same thing whether it is dressed up in flowery subversive 

language or direct speech, as in Cone. Frankly, I prefer confronting heresy that is 

straight up. [Page 161] 

14. Scripture Has Standards of Justice. 

Sex traffickers should be preached to, and it is hoped they repent and are forgiven for 

their sins. But their crimes still ought to be punished according to Scripture. This is a 

death penalty offense. Likewise abortionists and women who killed their children. They 

need the gospel to save them from their sins. But their crimes are serious, and justice 

must be done. Most abortions should be tried and punished as capital murder. All these 

issues must use Scripture as a standard for what to do. [Page 163] 

15. No Forgiveness? – One Does Not Know Christ. 

If we can be sure about any teaching from the Bible we can be sure of this--if a man 

claims to know Christ but bristles at forgiveness and downplays its significance in his 

life, he lies. He does not know Christ, and Christ does not know him. How can someone 

truly understand the massive weight of sin that was forgiven them by Christ, yet 

withhold forgiveness for the comparatively much smaller debt their fellow servant owes 

them? Jesus’ answer is clear. He can't. [Page 163- 164] 
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16. God Will Build His Kingdom His Way. 

One thing that is regularly missed in woke presentations on Revelation is the fact that 

we do not engineer ethnic diversity in God's Kingdom through quotas, affirmative 

action, installing hip hop in our services, or any other scheme like that. The Scripture 

gives us but one tool in order to accomplish this end---the preaching of Jesus Christ. 

Christ will have a new nation made up of people from all the nations. But he will have it 

according to His will and through His methods. We cannot rig the systems through 

clever schemes. Revelation 5: 9 is not licensed to try out racially motivated, attractional 

church models. Revelation 5: 9 is not only allowed to bend the ten commandments if 

you think it will reap a more ethnically diverse harvest. On the contrary, Revelation 5: 9 

is a glimpse at a fulfilled promise. Christ will build his church through the ordinary 

means of preaching the gospel, baptizing the nations and teaching them to observe all 

of Christ’s commands. This means all cultural norms that go against those commands 

must be demolished and left behind and everyone must assimilate completely into the 

kingdom of God. 

Revelation 5: 9 is abused by the woke church in almost every single presentation, but 

this verse is the least woke verse in the entire Bible. 

We must make the woke church deal with it. [Page 173] 

17. Our First Priority – Devotion to God. 

When an erudite, intelligent, young black woman claims to be a Christian yet stands on 

stage and says, “Whiteness is wicked! It is wicked.” you can simply trust the Bible that 

she is in sin for doing so. You simply need to follow the steps God requires of you when 

your brother is in sin (Matthew 18). You need not wait for your evangelical heroes to 

say something or do something, because chances are they agree with her and won't say 

anything. Even if they don't agree with her, they likely still won't say anything because 

the woke church has paralyzed many of our leaders in fear. 

The woke church wants you to fear getting cancelled. They want you to fear being called 

a bigot. They want you to fear being called a racist. They want you to fear being the 

focus of Jemar Tisby's next horrendous blog post or editorial in the mainstream media. 

This fear has crippled many evangelical leaders and forced them into a position of 

complete submission. Do not wait for them to fight your battles for you. You will be 

waiting forever. The fight against the woke church will not be won with books, articles, 

or videos. It will be one through prayers to God and obedience to God's simple 

commands. Whatever any everyone else decides to do, you must devote yourself to 

God. [Page 178] 

 



5 
 

 


