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Made for His Pleasure: Ten Benchmarks of a Vital Faith by Alistair Begg, 

Moody Publishers, Chicago, IL (1996). [87 Quotes selected by Doug Nichols.] 

1. Seeing Our Heavenly Father Pleased. 

I had not realized it was possible to take such an intense delight in, to be so incredibly 

pleased by, seeing someone else succeed. 

I thought about it then and have considered it often since. If I, an earthly father, can 

know such a sensation of pleasure in the well-being of my son, surely that gives an 

inkling of how our heavenly Father feels when we please Him. If we could only grasp 

and be grasped by this, our lives would be revolutionized. [Page 14] 

2. Lovers of Self in This Day. 

Consider the preoccupation so many have with finding a church that will “meet their 

needs,” matched by the feverish attempts of many churches to find out what their 

“customers” want and then to supply it. And what about the almost wholesale 

acceptance of the notion that “learning how to love ourselves” is the key to loving God 

and others? What the apostle Paul described to Timothy as an essential problem—“in 

the last days [people] will be lovers of themselves” (2 Tim. 3:1–2)—has come to be seen 

as a solution. [Page 14] 

3. Know God’s Majesty and Our Misery. 

If we are going to discover what it means to please God, we must come to a knowledge 

of God’s majesty and man’s misery. In doing so, we will face God’s holiness and 

perfection and His law, through which we become conscious of our sin. [Page 15] 

4. We NEED Christ. 

We will never come to know the Lord Jesus Christ as a reality until we see Him as a 

necessity. [Page 16] 

5. Make Us Pleasing to Him. 

The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews prays that the Lord Jesus will equip his readers 

“with everything good for doing his will, and … work in us what is pleasing to him” 

(Heb. 13:21). [Page 16] 

6. Feeling God’s Pleasure. 

In the film Chariots of Fire, there is a memorable scene involving Eric Liddell and his 

sister, Jenny. She is chiding him for what she regards as his divided loyalty between his 

athletics and his commitment to Christ. She reminds him that God made him for 

Himself. He replies, “I believe that God made me for a purpose … but he also made me 

fast, and when I run, I feel His pleasure.” For us, this may not be athletics. It may be  
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accounting or selling or teaching or nursing or mothering. (In the latter case, this 

would allow a mother to declare with conviction, “And when I make the lunches, I feel 

His pleasure.”) [Page 17] 

7. The Holy Spirit Writing God’s Law in Our Hearts.  

John Stott writes, “Our acceptance before God is not due to our observance of the law. 

But Christians are still under obligation to keep God’s moral law and commandments… 

The purpose of the Holy Spirit’s dwelling in our heart is that he might write God’s law 

there.” [Page 18] 

8. Fruit in Our Lives Is Produced by the Holy Spirit. 

The people of God should be eager to “do what is good” and careful to devote 

themselves to that end. Although the gospel is theological in its foundations, it is 

ethical in its implications. This fruit is produced in our lives not by human endeavor 

but by the Holy Spirit. [Page 19] 

9. God’s Power Is Provided by the Holy Spirit. 

This power is discovered in God’s provision by the Holy Spirit: “‘Not by might nor by 

power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty” (Zech. 4:6). It is displayed not in 

dramatic manifestations that intrigue men but in lives of quiet confidence and steady 

persistence that glorify God. It is found in the lives of those who care without complaint 

for the needs of their failing loved ones. It is displayed in the fortitude of those who 

endure the pain of progressive illness without succumbing to the temptation to 

bitterness and resentment. [Page 20] 

10. The Display of a Thankful Heart. 

In the midst of that cultural setting, the believer will stand out as a light in a dark place 

by displaying a thankful heart. Consider something as simple as bowing our heads in 

public in order to give thanks for food. Lewis Bayly thought it important enough to 

include a section in The Practice of Piety entitled “Holy Meditations and Graces Before 

and After Dinner and Supper.” His emphasis is a striking contrast to the fleeting 

glances of gratitude that pervade our fast-food and Netflix generation. [Page 21] 

11. Our Goal to Please God. 

…for the believer, underpinning all that must be a heartfelt commitment to be able to 

say with Paul, “We make it our goal to please him” (2 Cor. 5:9). [Page 22] 
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12. God’s Work in Us What Pleases Him. 

“May he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for 

ever and ever. Amen” (Heb. 13:21). [Page 23] 

13. Honoring Our Creator. 

We jog with our friends not to stave off advancing years but for the enjoyment of bodily 

exercise and to honor our Creator in the process. [Page 27] 

14. Times of Preparation. 

The Olympic athlete going for the gold must devote himself to years of preparation. 

This will involve: 

1. Diet. The athlete does not ask merely whether the meal is nutritious but also whether 

it is allowed in his training program. 

2. Sleep. The athlete is in bed when others party and out of bed to train when others 

sleep. 

3. Hardship. The training is tough and demanding. 

4. Sacrifice. Friendships back home cannot easily be developed and sustained. 

5. Commitment. Financial, mental, emotional—total! [Pages 28-30] 

15.  God Works in Our Lives to Do His Good Pleasure. 

The power we need is the power that comes from the Lord, who works in our lives to 

enable us to do His good pleasure. Then we are responsible to work out what God by 

His Spirit is working. [Page 31] 

16. Issues That Truly Matter. 

The issue here is the ability to distinguish issues that truly matter from those that do 
not. We do not want to be flexible about moral and theological convictions. The great 
doctrines of the church regarding salvation, evangelism, and spiritual growth really 
matter. So, too, do the moral standards set forth in the Ten Commandments and 
elsewhere in the Bible. The suggestion, for instance, that the distinct roles God has 
given to men and women don’t matter is not an example of flexibility, but of 
foolishness. It is wrong to compromise our doctrinal convictions in order to join hands 
with some who think we are too rigid. [Page 34] 
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17. Help from Friends. 
 
Fitness is begun and maintained not on the basis of emotional surges, but on the basis 
of disciplined commitment—and, as the Beatles put it, “I get by with a little help from my 
friends.” [Page 39] 
 
18. Prayer. 
 
S. D. Gordon has written, “You can do more than pray, after you have prayed. But you 
can not do more than pray until you have prayed.” [Page 44] 
 
19. The Necessity of Corporate Prayer. 
 
Derek Prime says, “Christians who neglect corporate prayer are like soldiers who leave 
their front-line comrades in the lurch.” [Page 50] 

20. Remember the Principles of Prayer. 

Derek Prime lists several principles of prayer in his book Practical Prayer: 

1. We must be in fellowship with God: reconciled to God through faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

2. We must be obedient to God: by putting away sin, maintaining right relationships with 
others, and striving to abide in Christ. 

3. We must depend upon the Lord Jesus Christ and His work on our behalf: we pray in 
His name. 

4. We must exercise faith: believing prayer has the assurance that we may receive beyond 
all our asking. 

5. We must be ready for action, for faith and works go together: having prayed, we must 
be ready to be the instruments on occasions by means of which God answers our prayers. 

6. We must honestly desire God’s will to be done and His name to be glorified. 

7. We must pray with sincerity: God has no time for hypocrites who make a lot of show 
without renewed hearts, but He promises to be near those who call upon Him in truth. 
[Pages 50-51] 
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21. Choose a Plan. 

For many, the development of a meaningful prayer life falters not so much because of a 
lack of zeal as because of a lack of strategy. The simple acronym “ACTS” may prove to 
be as helpful as any. “A” stands for adoration, “C” for confession, “T” for thanksgiving, 
and “S” for supplication. We may choose to order our personal prayers around that. 
When it comes to interceding for others, we will probably be helped by entering their 
names on particular days on a calendar, and then, each time that name comes around, 
focusing on his or her concerns. Whenever someone tells you that he prays for you, it is 
encouraging. When he happens to mention the particular day, though, you have a sense 
of his seriousness and consistency. In all of this, the real issue is not how we are 
praying but whether. Begin! How the devil loves to hear us talk about tomorrow! [Page 
52] 

22. Giving One’s Life to Christ as a Living Sacrifice. 

That is not the approach of Romans 12. The opening verses of the chapter are not a call 
for some Christians to embrace an optional, more advanced level of Christian living, 
but a summons to all Christians to fulfill this basic obligation. This sacrifice is not two 
separate transactions—entrusting your life to Christ and then offering your body as a 
living sacrifice—but one. Not everyone is called to foreign missions, but all are called to 
sacrifice. What else does it mean for Jesus to say, “Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23)? [Page 
64] 

23. Sacrifice—Living, Lasting, and Logical. 

In the Old Testament there were essentially two kinds of sacrifice. A propitiatory 
sacrifice was for the putting away of sin, while a dedicatory sacrifice was the response 
of thanksgiving for the forgiveness provided. Jesus, Paul says, has by His death on the 
cross offered the propitiatory sacrifice. Now we must offer our lives in thanksgiving as a 
sacrifice of dedication. 

How do we make this immediately applicable to our everyday circumstances? Years 
ago, I heard Rev. Eric Alexander expound these verses, which he summarized by 
describing the sacrifice in three words I have never forgotten: living, lasting, and 
logical. [Page 65] 

24. Yielded Completely to Christ. 

We should be yielded completely to Jesus every step of the way. We need to make a 
wholehearted, no-holds-barred, unequivocal, irrevocable commitment to Christ and 
His kingdom. [Page 66] 
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25. Missionaries Long-term Commitment. 

In the course of our travels, we met with local believers, and in each case, when we 
asked them what they most desired in having missionaries come to their country, they 
replied, “We want them to come and stay.” They were clear about the negative impact 
of foreign missionaries who arrive unexpectedly and leave prematurely. Long-term 
commitment is what they were looking for. [Page 67] 

26. Moses’ Sacrifices. 

He [Moses] regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the 
treasures of Egypt” (Heb. 11:26). He chose social deprivation over social honor; 
material loss over material gain; physical desolation over physical satisfaction; the 
unseen over the seen; and the eternal over the immediate. Once he had focused on the 
treasure of heaven, that determined his options on earth. It is as a lasting sacrifice that 
we display a concern for God’s glory as opposed to our pleasure. [Page 68] 

27. Paul’s Worship to God. 

The worship the apostle Paul describes enlists our mind, reason, and intellect. This 
living, lasting, and logical sacrifice is nothing other than the presentation of our bodies 
to God. It is intensely practical. [Page 68] 

28. We Are United with Christ. 

When we are grasped by this truth, John Stott says, “our feet will walk in his paths, our 
lips will speak the truth and spread the gospel, our tongues will bring healing, our 
hands will lift up those who have fallen, and perform many mundane tasks as well like 
cooking and cleaning, typing and mending; our arms will embrace the lonely and the 
unloved, our ears will listen to the cries of the distressed, and our eyes will look humbly 
and patiently towards God.” [Page 69] 

29. Learning to Trust God in Marriage or Singleness. 

The risk of losing each other was very real and was not undertaken lightly or casually. It 
was more than a little scary, but in the end, it actually served to confirm what was in 
our own hearts. Learning to trust God and wait upon the Lord is rarely easy, but it is 
always in our best interest, and it is pleasing to God. This is as true for the person 
called to singleness as it is for the one called to marriage. One only has to look around 
at the epidemic of unhappy relationships and broken marriages to appreciate the truth 
of this. [Page 77] 
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30. Accommodating One’s Partner. 

I am reminded of the true story of the fellow who began to date someone whose father 
was exceptionally tall. The young man was intrigued to find that this tall gentleman 
walked with a very small stride. Then he met the young woman’s mother and realized 
why: she was only about five feet tall, and her husband had learned to accommodate 
himself to her stride pattern because he loved to be by her side and had no interest in 
leaving her behind. [Page 87] 

31. We Two Are One. 

Nearly five decades have passed since our teenage meeting in Buckinghamshire. For a 
number of years, the license plate on Sue’s van read “WE2 AR1”—and while the plate 
itself has been replaced, we still want to live up to its claim. When I travel alone to 
speak, I feel myself impoverished by her absence. Without her, I am just one half of a 
whole. [Page 87] 

32. God Is Concerned about What Is Happening Rather than Where It Is 
Happening. 

The Bible makes it clear that God’s call is not primarily about geography. Indeed, that 
comes way down the list. We are called: 

“according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28) 
“by his grace” (Gal. 1:15) 
“through [the] gospel” (2 Thess. 2:14) 
“heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14) 
“out of darkness” (1 Peter 2:9) 
“to belong to Jesus” (Rom. 1:6) 
“to be his holy people” (Rom. 1:7) 
“to be … holy” (1 Cor. 1:2) 
“to live in peace” (1 Cor. 7:15) 
“to one hope” (Eph. 4:4) 
“to his eternal glory” (1 Peter 5:10) 

Even based on this brief selection, it is apparent that God is more concerned about 
what is happening than where it is happening. We need to be thinking theologically 
rather than geographically. We must also affirm that pastoral or missionary work is not 
the only way to really serve God. [Pages 89-90] 

33. Spiritual Enduement More Important than Education. 

Amos did not train to be a prophet, and he was not a prophet’s son, but he was specially 
called by God from his normal and usual activity to a place of unique usefulness in 
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God’s purposes. God revealed himself to Amos in such a way that the whole course of 
his life was redirected. It was the revelatory power of God that made Amos His 
mouthpiece. He is one of the classic illustrations of the fact that spiritual enduement is 
more important than educational advancement. [Page 93] 

34. God’s Place for One. 

“There is no ideal place to serve God except the place where He has set you down.” – 
Eric Alexander [Page 100] 

35. Spiritual Progress through Failure and Tears. 

The truth is that more spiritual progress is made through failure and tears than success 
and laughter. If we are to be honest, we have all faced, and continue to face, events in 
our lives which we assume will mar us—and yet, in God’s providence, we discover them 
to be incidents that make us more sensitive and faithful and useful. If this is true of 
individuals, it is equally true of church families. [Page 102] 

36. God Suffers with Us. 

As John Stott put it, “The God who allows us to suffer, once suffered himself in Christ, 
and continues to suffer with us and for us today.… The cross of Christ is the proof of 
God’s … personal, loving solidarity with us in our pain.” [Page 103] 

37. Participating in the Sufferings of Christ. 

When Peter wrote to the scattered Christians of his day, he made sure that they were in 
no doubt about the place and purpose of suffering: 

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch 
as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when 
his glory is revealed. (1 Peter 4:12–13) [Page 104] 

38. Making Us Useful to the Master. 

We tend to run away from the things that make us. We should neither court suffering 
nor complain about it. Instead, we should see it as one of the means God chooses to 
employ to make us increasingly useful to the Master. It is from this perspective that 
James urges his readers to “consider it pure joy … whenever you face trials of many 
kinds” (James 1:2) [Page 105] 
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39. Standing by Our Friends in Pain with Silence. 

Often, we can adopt such an attitude only in looking back. Many times, the immediate 
sense of failure and disappointment is so overwhelming that we are unable to grasp the 
benefit package. We need to remember this when talking with our friends who are in 
the eye of the storm. At that moment, our presence is more important than our 
pronouncements, and our silences more eloquent than our speech. [Pages 105-106] 

40. All Shall Be for One’s Good. 

Richard Greenham [wrote]: “Whatsoever is upon you is from the Lord, and whatsoever 
is from the Lord, to you it is in mercy; and whatsoever comes in mercy ought not to be 
grievous to you. What loss is it when the loss of earthly things is the gaining of spiritual 
things? All shall be for your good, if you make your use of all.” [Pages 106-107] 

41. Missing Blessings. 

As has been said, “In shunning trials, we miss blessings.” [Page 110] 

42. Suffering Is Limited in Its Time Frame. 

The Puritan Thomas Watson said, “Our sufferings may be lasting, not everlasting.”4 
Peter reminds his readers that their suffering is for “a little while” (1 Peter 1:6; 5:10). 
The trouble is that when we are going through suffering, it seems like forever. [Page 
111] 

43. Heading Home. 

A few more marchings weary, then we’ll gather home 
A few more storm clouds dreary, then we’ll gather home! 
O’er time’s rapid river soon we’ll rest forever; 
No more marchings weary when we gather home! 

The point is clear: no matter how tough the journey, we are heading home. [Page 113] 

44. In the Pain of Suffering Is the Presence of God. 

It would be wrong to suggest that we know God’s presence in suffering exclusively, but 
we do know it in suffering especially. When we are going through tough times and 
difficult days, we are often tempted to believe that we are alone. While that may be the 
accusation of the evil one, it is not true. The final verse of Exodus 2 wonderfully states 
this truth. The people of God are being crushed by oppression, and they are groaning in 
their slavery. While it may have seemed at times that their cries went unheeded, the 
fact was that God was listening and remembering His covenant: “So God looked on the 
Israelites and was concerned about them” (Ex. 2:25). [Page 113] 
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45. In Humility, There Is Peace. 

When one thinks of friends and family who have experienced great heartache, one 
likely recalls some who responded in such a way as to become hard, cold, and 
rebellious, while others displayed a spirit of gentleness. What makes the difference? 
While both may declare that they do not understand why God would permit such 
sadness in their lives, only the latter adopt a humble attitude and are prepared to 
declare, “Although I do not understand, I will trust You.” Along that avenue there is 
peace, but on the other side of the street there is only confusion, disgruntlement, and 
sadness. [Page 114] 

46. Developing Perseverance. 

God uses trials and difficulties to allow us to develop perseverance. Augustine is said to 
have declared, “Trials come to prove and improve us.” [Page 114] 

47. Hardship as Discipline. 

God uses discipline to assure us that we are His children: “Endure hardship as 
discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by 
their father?” (Heb. 12:7). [Page 114] 

48. Needed Correction. 

Henry Smith established a biblical perspective when he wrote, “An obedient child doth 
not only kiss the hand which giveth, but the rod which beateth.” [Page 115] 

49. The Use of Struggles and Heartache. 

God uses struggles and heartache to prove the genuine nature of our faith. Moses 
reminded the people of Israel, “Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way 
in the wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was 
in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands” (Deut. 8:2). [page 116] 

50. Spiritual Progress through Failure and Tears. 

“By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice” (Heb. 11:17). He 
did not allow the questions of his heart to overturn his faith. Instead, he allowed his 
faith to overrule the questions of his heart. He, along with the others in the Hebrews 11 
“Hall of Faith,” is remembered because most of his spiritual progress came about as a 
result of failure and tears rather than success and laughter. [Page 116] 
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51. Goodness and Mercy from God in Suffering. 

One of the most stirring examples of the right kind of response to suffering that 
deepens one’s relationship with God comes from the seventeenth century in Scotland. 
Richard Cameron, one of the leaders of the Covenanters, was known as the “Lion of the 
Covenant,” and he was killed in a battle when he was just thirty-two years old. His 
enemies cut off his head and hands, and on their way to the Netherbow in Edinburgh, 
where they were going to display these “trophies of war,” they took them to Richard’s 
father, who was being held prisoner in the Tolbooth jail. Displaying the head and 
hands, they asked him, “Do you know them?” And he took them upon his knee, and 
bent over them, and kissed them, and said, “I know them! I know them! They are my 
son’s, my dear son’s.” And then, weeping and yet praising, he went on, “It is the Lord! 
Good is the will of the Lord, who cannot wrong me nor mine, but has made goodness 
and mercy to follow us all our days.” [Pages 116-117] 

52. Struggles Are for Our Profit. 

Puritan Abraham Wright [wrote], 

I am mended by my sickness, enriched by my poverty and strengthened by my 
weakness.… What fools are we, then, to frown upon our afflictions! These, how 
crabbed soever, are our best friends. They are not indeed for our pleasure, they 
are for our profit. [Page 118] 

53. Certainty to Nothing. 

In granting plausibility to everything, we may grant certainty to nothing. Toleration has 
been embraced at the expense of truth. [Page 120] 

54. Christianity in the Midst of Pluralism. 

Alister McGrath observes, “Christianity was born amidst religious pluralism, and the 
Christian proclamation has always taken place in a pluralist world, in competition with 
rival religious and intellectual convictions.” [Page 121] 

55. Differences in Religion. 

…the idea that there are really no substantive differences between religions needs to be 
held up to careful scrutiny and declared fraudulent. For example, Islam says that Jesus 
was not crucified; Christianity says He was. Only one of us can be right. Judaism says 
Jesus was not the Messiah; Christianity says He was. Only one of us can be right. 
Hinduism says God has often been incarnate; Christianity says God was incarnate only 
in Jesus. We both cannot be right. Buddhism says that the world’s miseries will end 
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when we do what is right; Christianity says we cannot do what is right, but that the 
world’s miseries will end when we believe what is right. [Pages 121-122] 

56. Truth Is Fact. 

“Truth is not ultimately a matter of pride or humility; it is a matter of fact.” [Page 122] 

57. Victory over Laziness. 

Twentieth-century British evangelist Alan Redpath used to talk to young people about 
the vital importance of what he called “blanket victory.” He was referring not to some 
strategy for overall success, but to the necessity of getting out of bed at a reasonable 
time in the morning to pursue the business of the day. If a young person could not get 
victory over his blankets, it was unlikely that he would be self-controlled in many other 
areas. [Page 125] 

58. Temptations Are Battles for One’s Mind. 

I always tell young people that if they are going to be effective in dealing with 
temptation, then they must recognize the battle for their minds. Temptation of all kinds 
is a reality, and in our sex-crazed culture, there is perhaps no greater challenge than to 
live in purity before marriage and fidelity in marriage. [Page 126] 

59. Sowing Character. 

Sow a thought, reap an action. 
Sow an action, reap a habit. 
Sow a habit, reap a character. 
Sow a character, reap a destiny. [Page 127] 
 
60. Dealing with Temptation. 
 
David was heedless, and Joseph was alert. How are we to deal with temptation so as to 
avoid the failure of David and follow Joseph’s example? Three words provide a useful 
answer.  
 

1. Immediately. The time to deal with temptations is in their beginnings. 
2. Ruthlessly. Some church leaders today tiptoe around sin, fearful of offending 
or troubling those who are involved. 
3. Consistently. Joseph’s ability to say no is striking in the first instance. [Pages 
129- 130] 
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61. The Immediate Need for Faithfulness in Marriage. 
 
I tell young couples on their wedding day that if they are to be true to their vows, it will 
be important for them to determine immediately that they will only have eyes for each 
other. They must refuse to allow their eyes to wander, their minds to contemplate, and 
their affections to run after anyone who would draw them away from each other. [Page 
131] 
 
62. God Loves Purity. 
 
William Gurnall writes, “God would not rub so hard if it were not to fetch out the dirt 
that is ingrained in our natures. God loves purity so well He had rather see a hole than 
a spot in His child’s garments.” [Page 132] 
 
63. Sin Moves Us from God. 
 
The psalmist declares his dependence to be upon the Lord at all times and for all 
things: “My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth” (Ps. 121:2). 
Whenever we place our trust in anyone or anything other than God, we sin. Alister 
McGrath has stated, “Sin moves us away from God, and tempts us to place other things 
in his place. Created things thus come to be substituted for God. And they do not 
satisfy.” [Pages 133-134] 
 
64. Being Generous with Wealth. 
 
Paul gave Timothy clear instructions concerning those who have done well financially: 
they should not be arrogant or put their confidence in their wealth. Instead, they 
should be encouraged to “put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything 
for our enjoyment” (1 Tim. 6:17). They should hold material goods and wealth on a flat 
palm and not in a clenched fist. [Page 135] 
 
65. Cynicism. 
 
When the Bible speaks of fools and folly, it refers not to mental deficiency but to moral 
perversity. The essence of such folly is summarized in the psalmist’s words: “The fool 
says in his heart, ‘There is no God’” (Ps. 14:1). First, we deny God’s existence, and then 
we deny life’s values. The words of Sartre, summarizing Dostoyevsky, express it well: 
“If God did not exist, everything would be permitted.” Paul explains this in the opening 
chapter of Romans: What may be known about God is plain. But man suppresses the 
truth, and although he knows he does so, he refuses to admit it and lives with the 
consequences. [Pages 136-137] 
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66. Materialism. 
 
I once was being treated to a round of golf by one of my neighbors. We were eating 
lunch in his club prior to playing. Two of his work colleagues completed the foursome. 
So there we were, three stockbrokers and a pastor. They were each managing 
significant sums of money for wealthy clients. In the course of conversation, I asked, 
“How many of your clients would you say are contented?” They asked me to repeat the 
question and then sat in silence. 
 
Eventually, as they went around the table, they concluded that between them they 
could not think of one! We then went on to discuss the immediate relevance of the 
words of the apostle Paul: “Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Tim. 6:6). The 
men were unaware of the source of the statement, and once identified, it opened up a 
significant discussion that underlined their awareness that possession of all kinds of 
material things cannot be said to produce contentment or compensate for a troubled 
soul. In his first letter to Timothy, Paul says of material things: 

• We arrived with nothing and we will leave with nothing. (6:7) 

• We can be content with the basics of food and clothing. (6:8) 

• People who constantly think about getting rich face severe temptations and 
dangerous traps. (6:9) 

• The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. (6:10) 

• Some money-grabbing people have wandered from faith and live in grief. (6:10) 
[Pages 140-141] 

 
67. Humility. 
 
The virtue of humility needs to be acknowledged directly. [Page 148] 
 
68. God and His Glory. 

When Nebuchadnezzar thinks seriously about God and His glory, he is able to come to 
terms with himself and his need. Calvin says, “Man never achieves a clear knowledge of 
himself unless he has first looked upon God’s face, and then descends from 
contemplating Him to scrutinize himself,” and that is true of Nebuchadnezzar. God had 
been remote for Nebuchadnezzar, but now He is a personal God to whom he owes 
honor. In that moment, the king’s sanity is restored. [Page 151] 
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69. Pride Still Reigns. 

Most of us have little empires—professional, academic, commercial, familial, or 
ecclesiastical realms in which we believe ourselves to be more significant than we are. It 
is easy for us to talk about what we have accomplished rather than what God in His 
goodness has chosen to bless. We use much that happens around us to feed our egos 
rather than fuel our humility. We must fight this monster ruthlessly. One of my friends 
says, speaking tongue-in-cheek, but with no small truth, “It is important for a pastor to 
have a wife, if for no other reason than to keep him humble.” So it is with persons in all 
professions. [Page 153] 

70. Apart from Christ, We Can Do Nothing. 

We need biblical exposition that drives the truth home. Humility means recognizing 
and believing that “unless the LORD builds the house, the builders labor in vain” (Ps. 
127:1). It means acknowledging that apart from Jesus, we can do nothing as we ought. 
It means longing to be filled with God’s Word and God’s Spirit. [Page 154] 

71. God’s Word Indwelling Us. 

In Colossians 3, Paul urges his readers to let the message of Christ dwell among you 
richly (v. 16). We need to listen to the Scriptures being faithfully taught. Every 
Christian should make a priority to sit regularly under the careful, practical exposition 
of the Bible. Such exposition is one of the duties of pastor- teachers, those men given as 
a gift to the church to equip [God's] people for works of service (Ephesians 4: 12) so 
that they may become mature. [Page 154] 

72. Daily Time in God’s Word. 

We should not rely on only one or two good meals a week. Many of us, though, neglect 
the Scriptures on a daily basis. We have the best intentions on a Sunday, but our 
follow-through is lacking. It is important that we develop our system of Bible study that 
takes us through the whole of Scripture and keeps us faithful in our reading. Over the 
years, I have used a number of approaches as a means of keeping on track. Robert 
Murray M’Cheyne’s diary of readings is one of them. It allows me to read through the 
whole Bible in the space of a year. A similar approach can be used for the New 
Testament alone. Scripture Union notes are also valuable, as our various devotional 
booklets, such as Our Daily Bread, Tabletalk, Today in the Word, or Charles 
Spurgeon’s Morning and Evening. We even have the Bible at our fingertips through 
smartphone apps such as YouVersion. The method is not as important as the discipline 
it helps to create. [Page 155] 
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73. Spending Time in Prayer. 

Pray the Scriptures into the core of your being. Once again, this means something more 
than mere head knowledge. It involves the assimilation of biblical truth into your very 
substance. Spurgeon used to talk of the coming the kind of biblical Christians who, if 
cut, would actually bleed the Bible. Such fullness surely does not come about as a result 
of simply attending seminars or filling our journals with notes but emerges from time 
on our knees with our Bibles open before us. [Page 156] 

74. Gifts and Fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

The evidence of a Spirit-filled life are both gifts and fruit. As someone once said, 
“Spiritual gifts are not toys with which to play; they are tools of the Spirit with which to 
do the Lord's work effectively.” Careful study of passages such as 1 Corinthians 12, 
Romans 12, and 1 Peter 4 help us understand this. Galatians 5: 22 also provides a list of 
the facets that comprise the fruit God produces in our lives--a very attractive picture. 
[Page 157] 

75. Total Dependance on God’s Grace. 

There is tremendous encouragement in all of this. We must learn to think of ourselves 
with sober judgment, not more highly than we ought. God is not looking for the 
powerful and the successful and those who are able communicators. Instead, He looks 
for the person who has a broken and a contrite spirit. Those individuals, whether they 
are extroverted or introverted, humorous or melancholy, are regularly in a quiet place 
bowing before God’s word with a trembling heart and seeking fresh enabling from the 
Holy Spirit. They have been brought to see that they did not make themselves, nor did 
they save themselves. They are totally dependent upon God's grace. [Page 160] 

76. God Alone Changes People and Uses Them. 

It is said that someone wants asked Thomas à Kempis how it was he had been so 
mightily used by God. He is reputed to have replied, “I can only assume that God 
looked down from heaven to find the smallest and most insignificant creature and 
seeing me, He took me up and used me.” But I wondered to realize that, despite our 
adequacy's, failures, and lack of powerful resources, God takes up yet another old clay 
pot to show that the power belongs to Him alone! [Page 161] 

77. How Can I Impact the World? 

Our goal should be the one defined by a pastor friend of mine in England: “What ought 
to be captivating our souls and minds within the church is: How can I impact the 
world? How can we be salt and light in a world that's falling apart in despair and 
confusion and darkness and hopelessness? How can we be involved in fulfilling the 
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Great Commission and declare that our God is reigning in Jesus and is alive?” [Page 
164] 

78. Those All around Us. 

The exhortation of Jesus is to “open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for 
harvest” (John 4: 35) is as apt for us as it was for His disciples. They were concerned 
for the physical well-being of Jesus, which clearly was not wrong, but Jesus wanted 
them to become concerned about the spiritual well-being of the people all around 
them. [Page 164] 

79. All Will Acknowledge Christ as Lord. 

In his description of Jesus in Philippians, Paul anticipates a day when “every knee” will 
bow and “every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord”--and this will be “to the 
glory of God the Father” (2: 10- 11). The same emphasis is found in Ephesians: those 
whom God has chosen to be His possession have become such “for the praise of his 
glory” (1: 11- 14). Until we are convinced of this and our hearts are consumed with a 
longing for God and His glory, we will only be faintly effective in seeking to address 
man and his need. [Page 165] 

80. Witnessing for Christ Is a Must. 

Jesus was not giving a suggestion to consider but a command to obey. We dare not 
make our feelings to determining factor when it comes to telling others of Jesus. 
Wesley is reputed to have done so on one occasion and was forced to abandon his 
approach when a significant period of time had elapsed without his having spoken to 
anyone about Christ. This is not to say that we should be devoid of a sense of internal 
compulsion (as we shall see) but that, irrespective of how we feel at any given moment, 
we must recognize that to be a witness for Christ is both a duty and a privilege. [Page 
166] 

81. Concern for the Souls of the Ungodly. 

The pastor must train his people in evangelism, and he must do evangelism himself. 
Spurgeon said, 

“The true gospel minister will have a real yearning after souls, something like 
Rachel when she cried, “Give me children, or else I die.” So will he cry to God, 
that he may have His elect born, and brought home to Him. And, methinks, every 
true Christian should be exceedingly earnest in prayer concerning the souls of the 
ungodly; and when they are so, how abundantly God blesses them and how the 
church prospers!” [Page 168] 
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82. To Win as Many as Possible. 

It is one thing to feel deeply about an issue, and still another to translate how we feel 
into what we do. It has been said that most churches think they are doing fine because 
they don't know what they are doing! The purpose statements of many churches are 
long in clichés and short on understandable and applicable terminology. At Parkside, 
we have worked hard to reduce the purpose statement of our church to ten words: “to 
see unbelieving people become committed followers of Jesus Christ.” This is in accord 
with the concise statement of the purpose provided by the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 
9: 19: “to win as many as possible.” [Page 168] 

83. Crossing Cultural Gaps. 

When Paul dealt with the Gentiles, he was prepared to ignore religious obligations in 
order to reach into the world of those who were beyond the pale of religious or 
orthodoxy. And what of “the weak” (1 Corinthians. 8: 7)? Well, he stoops to their level. 
If they need to be starting with the ABC's, then that's where he will start. He was 
prepared to cross a cultural gap rather than shout across it. We must learn from him. 
We must be aware of living in a Christian subculture of cozy gatherings where we speak 
a foreign language we expect others to learn before they can hear our message. 

That does not mean that we should undertake things that God has forbidden just so 
that we can please men. Paul did not allow the culture to determine his strategy or 
curtail his message. [Page 171] 

84. Adapting Does Not Mean Compromise. 

Adaptability does not mean an inevitable compromise of the message. [Page 171] 

85. Paul’s Preaching of the Gospel. 

Much of contemporary Christian literature is awash with the notion that to be effective 
and successful, we must respond to market forces. In an early earlier generation, such 
an approach was unheard of. The tactic employed by Paul in Corinth was far closer to 
the model of the day: “Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2: 2). That was 
his message. Even though the Corinthians were demanding miracles and wisdom, Paul 
did not give them what they wanted. Indeed, he continued to supply the one thing they 
clearly did not want--preaching. He rejected the style and content that was most 
acceptable in his day. [Pages 173-174] 

86. Not Possible to Give People What They Want. 

Paul had an unshakable conviction that his responsibility was to bear the name of 
Christ (Acts 9: 15), and he was not about to be sidetracked by paying undue attention to 
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the expectations of his audience. He understood what we seemed so slow to learn: it is 
not possible to give people what they want to hear and proclaim the message of the 
cross at the same time. [Page 174] 

87. The Victory Is Won. 

A major part of the good news is the victory is already won. The enemy camp is ripe for 
the plunder, and the gates of hell will not prevail against the advance. The only 
question is whether we will be wise enough by obeying the battle call, winning souls, 
and living victorious lives--lives that are pleasing to God. [Pages 175-176] 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


