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Worship: Its Priorities, Principles, and Practice by J.C. Ryle, Banner of Truth 

Trust, Carlisle, PA, (2005) (39 Quotes selected by Doug Nichols.) 

1. How Do We Worship? 

But we all know that quantity is of little value without quality. It is not it is not enough 

that we worship sometimes. There remains behind a mighty question to be answered: 

‘How do we worship?’ [Page 3] 

2. Spiritual Worship. 

The Bible speaks of worship which is ‘in vain’, as well as worship which is true, and of 

‘will-worship’, as well as spiritual worship. [Page 4] 

3. God’s Congregation. 

…wherever God has had a people He has always had a congregation. His servants, 

however few in number, have always assembled themselves together, and approach 

their heavenly Father in company. They have been taught to do it for many wise 

reasons, partly to bear a public testimony to the world, partly to strengthen, cheer, 

help, encourage, and comfort one another, and above all, to train and prepare them for 

the general assembly in heaven. ‘As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the 

countenance of his friend’ (Proverbs 27: 17). [Page 6] 

4. Assembling Together. 

You see it throughout the whole New Testament. The Lord Jesus Himself gives a 

special promise of His presence wherever two or three are assembled in His name. The 

apostles, in every church they founded, made the duty of assembling together a first 

principle in their list of duties. Their universal rule was, ‘not forsaking the assembling 

of yourselves together’ (Hebrews 10:25). [Page 7] 

5. During Persecution. 

The reader will of course understand that I fully admit the impossibility of public 

worship being kept up in times of persecution. When the Roman Emperors persecuted 

the early church, and all Christians were proscribed, there could be of necessity have 

been no public worship. But these are evidently exceptional cases. [Page 7] 

6. Christ Is Present in the Assembly. 

Next to the word of God there is nothing which does so much good to mankind as 

public worship. ‘Faith comes by hearing’ (Romans 10:17). There is a special presence of 

Christ in religious assemblies. [Page 8] 
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7. Regular Attendance at Public Worship. 

We ought to never forget the solemn words of the letter to the Hebrews, ‘not forsaking 

the assembling of yourselves together, as is the matter of some; but exhorting one 

another’ (Hebrews 10:25). Let us act upon that exhortation as long as we live, and 

through evil report and good report continue regular attendance at public worship. 

[Page 9] 

Leading Principles of Public Worship… 

8. Worship God Alone. 

True public worship must be directed to the right object. It is written plainly, both in 

the Old and New Testament: ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you 

shall serve’ (Deuteronomy 6:13; Matthew 4:10). [Page 9] 

9. Meditate on Christ. 

True public worship must be directed to God through the meditation of Christ. It is 

written plainly, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me [Christ] (John 14: 6). It is written of Christians, that they are a people who 

‘come to God through Him [Christ]’ (Hebrews 7:25). [Page 10] 

10. A Mediator. 

He who carelessly presumes to draw near to him without an atonement and a mediator, 

or by any other mediator than the one Mediator whom he has appointed, will find that 

he worships in vain. ‘Our God is a consuming fire’ (Hebrews 12: 29). [Page 10]  

11. From Scripture. 

True public worship must be either directly scriptural, or deducible from Scripture, or 

in harmony with Scripture. [Page 10-11] 

12. Know What to Do. 

True public worship must be an intelligent worship. I mean by that expression that 

worshippers must know what they are doing. [Page 12] 

13. From the Heart. 

True public worship must be the worship of the heart. I mean by this, that the 

affections must be employed as well as our intellect, and our inward man must observe 

God as well as our body. It is written plainly in the Old Testament, and the saying is 

quoted by Jesus Christ himself: ‘These people draw near to me with their mouth, and 

honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me’ 

(Isaiah 29: 13; Matthew 15: 8-9). [Page 12] 
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14. Reverence. 

True public worship must be a reverent worship. It is written, ‘Walk prudently when 

you go to the house of God; and draw near to here rather than to give the sacrifice fools, 

for they do not know that they do evil’ [Ecclesiastes 5: 1). [Page 14] 

Essential Parts of Christian Public Worship… 

15. The Essential Parts. 

…there is nothing answering to Exodus or Leviticus in the New Testament. Yet a careful 

reader of the Christian Scriptures can hardly fail to pick out of them the essential parts 

and principles of Christian worship. Where these essential parts are present, there is 

Christian worship. Where they are absent, the worship is, to say the least, defective, 

imperfect, and incomplete. [Page 16-17] 

16. On the Sabbath. 

…public worship the Sabbath should always be honored. [Page 17] 

17. The Custom of the Sabbath. 

To assemble in God's house on the Christian Sabbath has been the custom of all 

professing Christians for almost two millennia. The best and holiest of God’s saints 

have always pressed on others most strongly the value of Sabbath worship, and borne 

witness to its usefulness. [Page 17] 

18. A Ministry. 

In complete public worship there should be a ministry. [Page 18] 

19. Don’t Ignore Items of Worship in a Congregation. 

Reason itself appears to me to tell us that business which is left to nobody in particular 

to attend to, is a business which is soon entirely neglected. [Page 18] 

20. God’s Word Preached. 

In complete public worship there should be the preaching of God's Word. [Page 18] 

21. The Tool of the Holy Spirit. 

It appears to me to be that chief instrument by which the Holy Spirit not only awakens 

sinners, but also leads on and establishes saints. [Page 18] 

22. Hardness of the Heart. 

A contempt for sermon is a pretty sure mark of a decline in spiritual religion. [Page 19] 
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23. Prayer. 

In complete public worship there should be united public prayer. [Page 19] 

24. Public Scripture Reading.  

In complete public worship there should be public reading of the Holy Scriptures. 

[Page 20] 

25. Public Praise to God. 

In complete public worship there should be united public praise. That this was the 

custom among the first Christians, is evident from Paul’s words to the Ephesians and 

Colossians, in which he commanded the use of ‘psalms and hymns and spiritual songs’ 

(Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16). That it was a custom so widely prevalent as to be a 

mark of the earliest Christians is simply matter of history. [Page 21] 

26. Praise throughout Eternity. 

Praise has been truly called the flower of all devotion. It is the only part of our worship 

which will never die. Preaching and praying and reading shall one day be no longer 

needed. But praise shall go on forever. [Page 21] 

27. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

Finally, in complete public worship there should be the regular use of the two 

sacraments which Christ appointed in His church. By baptism new members should be 

continually added to the congregation, and publicly enrolled in the list of professing 

Christians. By the Lord’s Supper believers should be continually offered an opportunity 

of confessing their Master, and continually strengthened and refreshed, and put in 

remembrance of His sacrifice on the cross. [Page 21-22] 

28. Ordained by Christ. 

There is no getting over the fact that baptism and the Lord's Supper were ordained by 

Christ Himself as a means of grace, and we cannot doubt He meant them to be 

reverently and duly used. [Page 22] 

Things to Be Avoided in Public Worship … 

29. Uncertain Worship. 

If the watchmen hold their peace, how shall the city take alarm? ‘If the trumpet makes 

an uncertain sound, who will prepare himself for battle?’ (1st Corinthians 14: 8). [Page 

23] 
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30. Excessive Quantity of Decoration. 

There are many churches at this moment, in which divine services carried on with such 

an amount of gaudy dressing, candle lighting, and theatrical ceremony, that it defeats 

the very purpose of worship. Simplicity should be the grand characteristic of New 

Testament worship. [Page 24] 

31. Christ Did Not Offer His Office to Any Man. 

The sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross once offered, can in no sense or way 

ever be repeated. His mediatorial and priestly office He is never deputed to every man, 

or any order of men. There is not a word in Acts or a Epistles to show that the apostles 

ever pretended to be sacrificing priests, or to make any oblation in the Lord’s Supper, 

or hear private confessions, or confer judicial absolutions. Surely that simple fact ought 

to make men think. Let us be aware of Sacrificialism, the Mass, and the Confessional!  

[Page 26] 

32. Our Heart and Conscience. 

True spiritual worship will affect a man's heart and conscience. It will make him feel 

more keenly the sinfulness of sin, and his own particular personal corruption. It will 

deepen his humility. It would render him more jealously careful over his inward life. 

[Page 28] 

33. Communion with Christ. 

True spiritual worship will draw a man into close communion with Jesus Christ 

Himself. [Page 28] 

34. Turn to Christ in Simple Faith. 

The true worshipper will turn instinctively to Christ by simple faith, just as the 

compass-needle turns to the pole. [Page 28] 

35. Increase Spiritual Knowledge. 

True spiritual worship will continually extend a man’s spiritual knowledge. [Page 28] 

36. One’s Holiness. 

True spiritual worship will continually increase the holiness of a man's life. It will make 

him every year more watchful over tongue, and temper, and time, and behavior in 

every relation of life. [Page 29] 

37. Fruit-bearing Saints. 

Give me the worship that will stand the test of our Lord’s great principle, ‘By their fruits 

you will know them.’ Give me the worship that sanctifies the life, that makes a man 
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walk with God and delight in God's law, that lifts him above the fear of the world and 

the love of the world, that enables him to exhibit something of God's image and 

likenesses before his fellow men, that makes him just, loving, pure, gentle, good 

tempered, patient, humble, unselfish, temperate. This is the worship that comes down 

from heaven, and has the stamp and seal and superscription of God. [Page 29] 

38. The Tests of Good Public Worship. 

If we want to know whether our own public worship is doing us good, let us try it by 

these tests. Does it quicken our conscience? Doesn't send us to Christ? Does it add to 

our knowledge? Does it sanctify our life? If it does, we may depend on it, it is worship 

of which we have no cause to be ashamed. [Page 30] 

39. Teach Gospel Worship to One’s Grandchildren. 

The time is very short. The night is far spent. The day is at hand. Let us worship on, 

pray on, praise on, and read on. Let us contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to 

the saints, and resist manfully every effort to spoil scriptural worship. Let us strive 

earnestly to hand down the light of gospel worship to our children's children. Yet a little 

time and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Bless it in that day will be 

those, and those only, who are found true worshippers, ‘worshippers in spirit and 

truth’! [Page 31] 


