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Andrew Fuller: Holy Faith, Worthy Gospel, World Mission by John Piper. 

Desiring God Foundation, (Crossway: Wheaton, IL ), 2016 [15 Quotes selected by Doug 

Nichols.] 

1. The Unleashing of Modern Missions. 

William Carey was the morning star of modern missions. Between 1793 and 1865, a 
missionary movement never before seen in the history of the world reached virtually all the 
coastlands on earth. Then, in 1865, Hudson Taylor founded the China Inland Mission, and 
from 1865 until 1934, another wave of missionary activity was released so that by 1974 
virtually all the inlands—all the geographic countries of the world—were reached with the 
gospel. In 1934, Cameron Townsend founded Wycliffe Bible Translators, which focused not 
on geographic areas or political states but on people groups with distinct languages and 
dialects and cultures—and gradually the church awakened, especially at the Lausanne 
Congress in 1974, to the biblical reality of “every tribe and language and people and nation” 
(Rev. 5:9; cf. 7:9)—and the missionary focus of the church shifted from unreached 
geography to the unreached peoples of the world. [Pages 13-14] 

2. Engaging in Mission Business. 

I have found the more I do for Christ, the better it is with me. I never enjoyed so much the 
pleasures of religion, as I have within the last two years, since we have engaged in the 
Mission business. Mr. Whitfield [sic] used to say, “the more a man does for God, the more 
he may.” (quoted in Morden, Offering Christ, 167) [Page 16] 

3. Married Life. 

The year after he became the pastor at Soham, he married Sarah Gardiner. (It was 1776—
the year America declared independence from Britain.) In the sixteen years before she died, 
the couple had eleven children, of whom eight died in infancy or early childhood. Sarah died 
two months before the Baptist Missionary Society was formed in October 1792. 
 
It is often this way in the ministry: the greatest gain and the greatest loss within two months. 
“Whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” (Matt. 10:39). “Unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:24). 
Fuller did marry again. In 1794 he married Ann Coles, who outlived him by ten years. [Pages 
19-20] 

4. An Overwhelmed Life. 

 
During these forty years of pastoral ministry in Soham and Kettering, Fuller tried to do 
more than one man can do well. He tried to raise a family, pastor a church, engage the 
destructive doctrinal errors of his day with endless writing, and function as the leader of 
the Baptist Missionary Society, which he and a band of brothers had founded. He regularly 
felt overwhelmed. In 1801, he wrote in a letter: 
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[Samuel] Pearce’s memoirs are now loudly called for [that is, people were calling for him 
to write the memoirs of his friend, which he did]. I sit down almost in despair. . . . My wife 
looks at me with a tear ready to drop, and says, “My dear, you have hardly time to speak 
to me.” My friends at home are kind, but they also say, “You have no time to see us or know 
us and you will soon be worn out.” Amidst all this there is “Come again to Scotland—come 
to Portsmouth—come to Plymouth—come to Bristol.” [Pages 20-21]  

5. Holding the Rope. 

Our undertaking to India really appeared to me, on its commencement, to be 
somewhat like a few men, who were deliberating about the importance of penetrating 
into a deep mine, which had never before been explored, [and] we had no one to guide 
us; and while we were thus deliberating, Carey, as it were, said “Well, I will go down, 
if you will hold the rope.” But before he went down . . . he, as it seemed to me, took an 
oath from each of us, at the mouth of the pit, to this effect—that “while we lived, we 
should never let go of the rope.” [Page 21] 

6. Fuller’s Preaching. 

Fuller pressed on, faithfully feeding his flock with faithful expository preaching. 

Beginning April 1790, he expounded successively Psalms, Isaiah, Joel, Amos, 
Hosea, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Daniel, 
Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Genesis, Matthew, Luke, John, Revelation, Acts, 
Romans, and First Corinthians as far as 4:5. [Page 23] 

7. Doctrinal Writings for World Missions. 

Andrew Fuller’s tireless perseverance through many afflictions formed the personal, 
pastoral, missionary context of his engagement with the spiritual and doctrinal errors 
of his day. And for all his activism, it is his controversial and doctrinal writing that 
served the cause of world missions most. [Page 27] 

8. Offering the Gospel to All. 

Fuller’s greatest theological achievement was to see and defend and spread the truth that 
historic, biblical Calvinism fully embraced the offer of the gospel to all people without 
exception. [Pages 28-29] 

9. The Bible Is Always Paramount. 

The Bible was always paramount. In Fuller’s words, “Lord, thou hast given me a 
determination to take up no principle at second-hand; but to search for everything at 
the pure fountain of thy word.” That is one of the main reasons why it is so profitable to 
read Fuller to this very day: he is so freshly biblical. [Page 29] 
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10. Do What Christ Commanded. 

“Christ is the glorious, divine Son of God. His death and resurrection are sufficient to 

cover all your sins. He promises to receive everyone who comes to him, and he 

promises to forgive all who trust in him. Therefore, come to him and trust him and you 

will be saved. If you wonder whether you are elect or whether you are regenerate, cease 

wondering and do what Christ has commanded you to do. Receive him, trust in him, 

cast yourself on him for his promised mercy. And you will prove to be elect and to be 

regenerate.” [Page 38-39] 

11. Global Unbelief in Christ. 

…Fuller had one great enemy he wanted to defeat—global unbelief in Jesus Christ. He 

believed that the kingdom of Christ would triumph, and he meant to be an instrument in 

the conquering of unbelief in India and to the ends of the earth. Standing in the way of 

that triumph in his generation were false views of justifying faith and false views of gospel 

preaching. [Page 53] 

12. Uninhibited Spread of Error. 

What shall we learn from this? We should learn the vital link between the doctrinal 

faithfulness of the church and the cause of world missions. The main impulse of our 

day is in the other direction. Everywhere you turn there is pressure to believe that 

missions depends on not disputing about doctrine. As soon as you engage another 

professing Christian in controversy over some biblical issue, the cry will go up, “Stop 

wasting your time and be about missions.” What we learn from Fuller is that those cries 

are, at best, historically naïve and, at worst, a smoke screen for the uninhibited spread 

of error. [Page 55] 

13. Getting Things Biblically Correct. 

Getting Christian experience biblically right and getting the gospel biblically right are 

essential for the power and perseverance and fruitfulness of world missions. [Page 56] 

14. Solid Knowledge of the Bible. 

Fuller shows us that the best antidote against the wrong use of logic is not, first, 
better logic but better knowledge of the Bible, which is the best warning system for when 
logic is being misused. [Page 57] 
 
15. Devote Oneself to Christ for World Evangelization. 
 
Therefore, devote yourself to experiencing Christ in the gospel biblically and 
authentically. And devote yourself to understanding Christ in the gospel biblically and 
authentically. And may God ignite that experience and that understanding in such a way 
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that your life will count like Andrew Fuller’s for the cause of world evangelization to the 
glory of Christ. [Page 57] 


