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Iron Sharpens Iron: Friendship and the Grace of God by Michael A. G. 

Haykin. Union Publishing, Bridgend, UK 2022. (21 Quotes selected by Doug Nichols.) 

1.  Friendship—A Spiritual Discipline. 

These Baptists were certain that to seek the Spirit’s strength apart from various means 

through which the Spirit was known to work was both unbiblical and foolish. Among 

these spiritual disciplines or means of grace, which included ones that Christians today 

would likely enumerate such as prayer and preaching, was friendship. [Page 14] 

2. Friendship Is Foreign in 21st Century. 

…friendships take time and sacrifice, and the West in the early twenty-first century is a 

busy, busy world that, generally speaking, is far more interested in getting and 

possessing than sacrificing and giving. [Page 15] 

3. The Holy Spirit’s Work through Friendship. 

Baptists in the eighteenth century recognize various ways in which God the Holy Spirit 

worked in human lives: through the Word that He had inspired the prophets and 

apostles to write; through the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper; through 

prayer. And He also worked, in their minds, through the bonds of Christian friendship. 

[Page 19] 

4. Friendship--A Very Important Part of Life. 

The Old Testament compendium of wisdom, Proverbs, includes occasional nuggets and 

advice about having and keeping friends. In Proverbs 17: 17, for example, we are told 

that a true “friend loves at all times”, while in Proverbs 18: 24 we are reminded that 

“there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” Such texts as these leave the reader 

with a distinct impression that the world of the Bible regards friendship as a very 

important part of life. [Page 24] 

5. Good Company Promotes Good Habits. 

In 1 Corinthians 15: 33, Paul urged the Corinthians to recognize that “bad company 

corrupts good morals” (CSB). Intimate friendships with evil characters will invariably 

have a negative effect on our lives. Likewise, one can say that “good company promotes 

good habits”. This was the effect that Paul would undoubtedly have had on Timothy. As 

Maurice Roberts has put it: “Our best friends are those whose company most makes us 

afraid to sin.” [Page 26] 

6. Thinking of Others. 

After he had outlined the work and motivation of Christ, the apostle Paul did not leave 

this theme of thinking of others’ best interest. In Philippians 2: 19-22, he gave a second 
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example of being like-minded and having interest of others and heart. This time, he 

turned to his friend Timothy:  

“I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that I also may be 

encouraged when I know your state. For I have had no one like-minded, who will 

sincerely care for your state. For all seek their own, not things which are of Christ 

Jesus. You know his proven character, that as a son with his father he served with 

me in the gospel (NKJV). [Pages 27-28] 

7. Friendship through Letters. 

This brotherly friendship is best expressed in correspondence of these three men, from 

which we have 163 extant letters from Calvin to Farel, 137 from Farel to Calvin, 204 

letters from Calvin to Viret, and 185 from Viret to Calvin. 

To note but one example that illustrates the truth of Proverbs 27: 17, cited earlier (“Iron 

sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another”), on January 27, 1552, Calvin wrote to 

Farel and chided him for reports that he had heard--true reports, apparently--about the 

undue length of Farel’s sermons. “You have frequently confessed,” Calvin reminded his 

friend, “that you were aware of this defect, and that you were endeavoring to correct it.” 

Calvin went on to encourage Farel to shorten his sermons lest Satan use Farel’s failing 

in this regard to destroy the many good things being produced by his ministry. [Page 

34] 

8.  Scripture Is the Infallible Standard. 

If any man venerate the authority of Scripture, he must receive it as being what it 

professes to be, and for all the purposes for which it professes to be, and for all the 

purposes for which it professes to be written. If Scriptures profess to be Divinely 

inspired, and assumed to be the infallible standard of faith and practice, we must either 

receive them as such, or, if we would be consistent, disown the writers as impostors.-- 

Andrew Fuller. [Page 44] 

9. All Obligated to Repent and Have Faith. 

The Gospel Worthy of All Acceptation- this epic-making book sought to be faithful to 

the central emphasis of historic Calvinism while at the same time attempting to leave 

preachers with no alternative but to drive home to their hearers the universal 

obligations of repentance and faith. [Page 45] 

10. Loving Christ with Their Whole Hearts. 

Fuller aptly showed that the early church made the divine dignity and glory of Christ's 

person “their darling theme”, for they “considered Christ as the all in all of their 

religion; and, as such, they loved him with their whole hearts.” [Page 46] 



3 
 

 

11. Fuller and the Baptist Missionary ociety. 

In addition to being a leading apologist, Fuller served as the secretary of the Baptist 

Missionary Society from its inception in October 1792 till his death. The work of the 

mission, which began with the sending of William Carey (1792-1834) to India, 

consumed an enormous amount of Fuller’s time, as he regularly toured the country 

representing the mission and raising funds. On average, he was away from home three 

months of the year. Between 1798 and 1813, moreover, he made five lengthy trips to 

Scotland for the mission as well as undertaking journeys to Wales in Ireland (1804). He 

also carried on and extensive correspondence on the mission’s behalf. [Pages 47-48] 

12. The Last Word. 

I believe scarcely anything has [contributed] so much to perpetuate disputes and 

dissensions in the professing church, as the ambition of having the last word. [Page 74] 

13. The Progress of Truth. 

It is not by converting the pulpit into a stage of strife, nor by availing ourselves of the 

silence which decency imposes upon an audience to pour forth personal invective, that 

truth is promoted… It is by reading, by, and serious reflection, by humble prayer, and 

by a free and friendly communication of our thoughts to one another in private 

conversation, that truth makes progress. [Page 78] 

14. Talking through Issues. 

Fuller was blessed to be part of a close-knit circle of friends. He thus knew from 

personal experience how vital it was to sit down with such men and talk through issues. 

[Page 79] 

15. Power of Godliness. 

Brethren Fuller, Sutcliff, Carey, and I, kept this day as a private fast in my study: read 

the epistles to Timothy and Titus; Booth’s Charge to Hopkins; Blackerby's Life, in 

Gillies; and Rogers of Dedham’s Sixty Memorials for Godly Life: and each prayed 

twice-- Carey with singular enlargement and pungency. Our chief design was to 

implore a revival of the power of godliness in our own souls, in our churches, and in the 

church at large. [Page 80] 

16. Discussion of Scripture and Christian Literature. 

In the midst of setting aside an entire day to pray, they also took time to read both the 

Bible and good Christian literature and then to discuss the content of what they read. 

By speaking to one another about what they read, they sought to inflame their hearts 
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and strengthen their wills in God’s service. Thus, reflection on and discussion of both 

Scripture and Christian literature deeply shaped and informed the lives of Fuller and 

his friends. [Page 82] 

17. Carey Was Made for the Difficulties of the Mission. 

Fuller wrote that Carey was “a noble creature, ready at learning languages; open, 

generous, and upright; ardent -- of sound principles-- a disinterested soul, and a heart 

that comprehends the welfare of the world.” Here, in these few phrases, Fuller 

described his close friend Carey to a tee: his ability to learn languages, his transparent 

goodness, and his ardency for truth and for the salvation of the lost. These were 

essential qualities that had drawn Fuller to become Carey’s close friend. Fuller went on 

to note that “there were difficulties” in the path of the mission, but Carey was “formed 

on purpose to surmount difficulty” [Page 90] 

18. Commitment and Sovereignty. 

“We exert ourselves to the utmost,” Fuller commented, but at the same time “we rely 

upon God, trusting He will open the hearts of our brethren in every quarter of the 

kingdom, to assist in this good work.” This combination of radical commitment and 

total trust in divine sovereignty is typically of Fuller. [Page 91] 

19. God’s Direction. 

For my part, I believe in God, and have not much doubt but that a matter, begun 

as this was, will meet His approbation: and that He was inclined the hearts of our 

brethren hitherto so much beyond our expectations, will go on to incline their 

hearts “not to lose the things that they have wrought” (2 John 1: 8). I confess I 

feel sanguine in my hopes, but they are fixed in God. [Page 92] 

20. English Baptist Community. 

The larger English Particular Baptist community to which both Fuller and Steevens 

belonged did not have a national framework until the nineteenth century, but as this 

letter indicates, support for and engagement in overseas missions help to unify and 

bring Baptist into loving contact and work together throughout England. [Page 95] 

21. Fuller’s Love for His Friends. 

The chords of mission that bound Fuller to these men were not simply that, as Fuller 

emphasized. The mission was a vehicle that deepened Fuller’s love for these men. 

[Pages 95-96] 

 


